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EC ‘Cautious’ of Soviet Gulf Peace Initiative 


AU 2202091491 Paris AFP in English 0852 GMT 
22 Feb 91 


[Text] Luxembourg. Feb 22 (AFP)}—The European 
Community (EC) would take a cautious approach 
towards the Soviet Union's Gulf peace initiative, which 
had two main limitations. Luxembourg Foreign Minister 
Jacques Poos said Friday. Speaking on Luxembourg 
Radio, he said the plan referred only to one of 12 United 
Nations resolutions on the Gulf crisis, and also imposed 
Baghdad's conditions on an Iraqi troop withdrawal. 


Mr. Poos said the plan addressed itself only to Resolu- 
tion 660 calling for an unconditional Iraqi withdrawal 
from Kuwait, and ignored other resolutions such as one 
calling for the complete restoration of Kuwaiti sover- 


cignty. 
He sard: “Saddam Husayn 1s on the defensive and must 
react to avoid a total military defeat”, adding that it was 


for the U_S.-led coalition, not the Iraqi leader. to dictate 
the conditions of Iraq's withdrawal. 


Luxembourg currently occupies the revolving presidency 
of the EC. Mr. Poos was speaking ahead of a mecting of 
the Western European Union in Paris, involving foreign 
and defence ministers of nine EC countries. 


Council of Europe Calls for Iraqi Withdrawal 


LD2102144791 Madrid Domestic Service 
in Spanish 1300 GMT 21 Feb 91 


[Text] At their meeting in Madrid this morning. the 
foreign ministers of the Council of Europe insisted on 
the total and unconditional withdrawal of Iraq from 
Kuwait in order to bring the conflict to an end. The 
organization today officially received the incorporation 
of Czechoslovakia as the 25th member state of the 
Council. A report from Aurora Minguez: 


{Minguez] The Council of Europe joins other interna- 
tional and European bodies in calling for the urgent. 
unconditional, and immediate withdrawal of Iraq from 
the emirate of Kuwait. This was expressed by the foreign 
ministers at their extraordinary session in Madrid to 
welcome a new permanent member, Czechoslovakia. 
The country’s incorporation, according to statements by 
Czech Foreign Minister Jiri Dienstbier, obliges Czecho- 
slovakia to speed up and extend democratization of its 
political structures. 


CSFR Admitted to Council 


LD2102143691 Prague CTK in English 1002 GMT 
21 Feb 91 


[Text] Madrid Feb 21 (CTK)}—The Council of Europe 
Committee of Ministers admitted here today Czechoslo- 
vakia to the council as its 25th member. 
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The document on admission was signed by Czecho- 
slova Deputy Premier and Foreign Minister Jiri Dien- 
stbrer and the Council's Secretary-General Catherine 
Lalumeere. Dienstbier also signed the European Conven- 
won for the Protection of Human Rights and Funda- 
mental Freedoms. 


The Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly unani- 
mously approved in Strasbourg January 0 the recom- 
mendation for Czechoslovakia to become a full CE 
member. 


The 25th member of the Council of Europe. Czechoslo- 
vakia, ss the second of the former socialist countries 
from Eastern Europe to be admitted to this important 
organization. The first was Hungary on November 6. 
1990. 


Czechoslovakia's road into the council was very short. In 
January 1990 1 applied for the special guest status which 
was accorded to it in May the same year. Its application 
for full membership was lodged to an extraordinary 
session of the Council of Europe Committee of Ministers 
in Lisbon in March 1990. 


One of the fundamental preconditions for admission was 
holding free and democratic parliamenty clections (June 
1990). The commission of observers from the Council of 
Europe to the elections, the first free ones since 1946, 
assessed them very favourably. 


Last January, Czechoslovakia fulfilled another condition 
for admission into the Council of Europe when the 
Federal Parliament approved the charter of fundamental 
rights and freedoms. 


Membership of the Council of Europe will provide 
Czechoslovakia with scope for pushing through its imi- 
tiative to set up a Europen Security Commission which 
would pave the road for the gradual creation of an 
all-European security system and the prospective termi- 
nation of the activity of military blocs on the continent. 


Czechoslovakia will have cight representatives in the 
Council of Europe parliamentary assembly. They will 
take part in its deliberations in Strasbourg for the first 
time at the end of April. 


Cz choslovakia’s share in funding the Council of Europe 
will amount to approximately 1.6 million dollars, i.e. 1.7 
per cent of the budget. This sum will return to Czecho- 
slovakia many times in the form of help it will receive 
within various programs, ¢.g. experi training. 


The Council of Europe is also ready to give Czechoslo- 
vakia expert advice in drafting new constitutions. 


Dienstbier Welcomes Membership 


LD2102183291 Prague CTK in English 1459 GMT 
21 Feb i 


[Text] Madrid Feb 21 (CTK correspondent)—For 
Czechoslovakia full-fledged membership of the Council 
of Europe is extraordinarily significant not only from the 
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point of view of a state striving for a democratic and 
legal reconstruction but from the point of view of citi- 
zens as individuals, Czech Foreign Minister Jiri Dienst- 
bier said here today. 

Speaking at a membership ceremony marking Czecho- 
slovakia’s admission to the Council of Europe he said 
that this is the first step towards building a fully demo- 
cratic society. 

After the ceremony Jiri Dienstbier told CTK that as a 
full-fledged member Czechoslovakia can contribute to 
the fulfillment of the aims and ideals of the Council of 
Europe. Czechoslovakia’s contribution will depend on 
its ability to draw a lesson from its experiences of the 40 
years of the totalitarian system. 


Asked what will happen if Czechoslovakia splits in 
consequence of nationality problems Dienstbier under- 
lined that the country has been admitted as a single siate 
called the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic. 


Hungarian, Romanian Envoys Discuss Relations 
LD2102225791 Budapest MT1 in English 2025 GMT 
21 Feb 9! 


[Text] Madrid, February 21 (MT1)}—Hungarian Foreign 
Minister Geza Jeszenszky, who is currently attending the 
Madrid session of the Council of Europe. held a half- 
hour consultation with his Romanian counterpart 
Adrian Nastase on Thursday. After the meeting, Jeszen- 
szky told the Madrid correspondent of MTI that another 
minor step, but no major breakihrough, had been made 
towards improving bilateral relations. 


Jeszenszky said the Hungarian side firmly rejected the 
Romanian charge that Budapest was hindering Roma- 
nia’s approach to the Council of Europe. It was not 
Hungary's abstention that had hampered the acceptance 
of Romania's request previously, Jeszenszky said. 


The Hungarian foreign minister described it as a hopeful 
development that the Hungaro-Romanian agreement on 
the mutual use of airspace was functioning properly. 
There is a good chance that the expert talks on cultural 
and other topics will yield concrete results, he said. 


Jeszenszky emphasized that Hungary would like to 
improve ties with Romania in any case and the Thursday 
meeting created an opportunity for declaring this inten- 
tion. The Romanian foreign minister also indicated the 
need for such coordination. 


Although the sides failed to agree on concrete discussion 
topics and the Romanian side advanced no further in 
uncerstanding Hungary's policy concerning the Hun- 
garian minority in Romania, the consultation was useful. 
Jeszenszky said. 


The next meeting between the two ministers will take 
place in Budapest, during the session of the Warsaw 
treaty defence and foreign ministers next week. 
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Turkey's Inan Holds Talks on Relations With EC 


742102220591 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 21 Feb 91 


[Text] State Minister Kamran Inan, who is in Madrid for 
the Council of Europe Committee of Ministers meeting, 
1s holding bilateral talks there. 


Zeynel Lule reports from Madrid: Kamran Inan has met 
with Spanish Prime Minister Felipe Gonzales, and with 
the foreign ministers of Portugal, Ireland, Norway, and 
Luxembourg. During the talks on Turkey's relations with 
the EC. it was stressed that the package prepared by the 
EC Commission a while ago for the improvement of the 
relations with Turkey must be implemented. 


The ministers pointed out that the Cyprus problem has 
no connection with the Middle East problem or its 
solution. They said that they support the UN secretary 
general's efforts regarding the Cyprus problem. The 
ministers stated that Turkey's image has changed within 
the EC, and nothing is the same as it was before 2 August 
1990, the day Iraq occupied Kuwait. They stressed that 1 
iS essential to implement the fourth financial protocol, 
an aid package that the community decided to extend to 
Turkey, but that has been frozen since 1980. 


Official Says EC No Place for Neutral States 


AU 2102122991 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
21 Feb 91 p 3 


[Interview with Martin Bangemann, vice president of the 
EC Commission, by Otmar Lahodynsky; place and date 
not given: “There Is No Place in the EC for a Classically 
Neutral Country™] 


[Excerpt] [Lahodynsky] Mr. Bangemann, you are known 
in Austria as somebody who sees our neutrality im a 
critical way. Do you see a place for neutral Austria 
within the EC, as a full member? 


[Bangemann] Austria interprets its neutrality in a clas- 
sical way, which is outdated in my view. This is the basis 
of my doubts. The times when bilateral wars were waged, 
when individual countries could declare themselves neu- 
tral and often contributed to a solution to the conflict, 
belong to the past. In the current conflict in the Gulf, the 
principles of a future peaceful world order are at stake. 
In such cases, there is no longer any place for classically 
neutral countries. 


|Lahodynsky] However, Austria has already adapted its 
neutrality to this situation. The government in Vienna 
has granted overflight rights for military planes and 
allowed the transit of tanks to the anti-Iragi front in the 
spirit of the UN resolution. 


[Bangemann] This confirms what | have claimed from 
the beginning. that neutrality must be redefined. Austria 
has apparently started to do that. 
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[Lahodynsky] Some time ago, you said that Austria. in 
contrast to Sweden, is not flexible. 


[Bangemann] | stated this a year ago. after | had met with 
a group of Austrian parliamentarians in Strasbourg. 
They adopted such a dogmatic standpoint that | warned 
that this inflexibility might be an obstacle to an entry 
into the EC. Neutral Ireland is flexible and causes no 
problems. 


So far, we have mainly been an economic community. 
but now we want to develop a political union. This 
means that the EC will shape its own foreign and security 
policy. It can be foreseen at this point that this will lead 
to a joint defense policy and a joint army. In such a 
community there would be no place for a classically 
neutral country. 


[Lahodynsky] Basically, Austria's neutrality is a military 
neutrality. Would it not be possible for Ausiria to fully 
participate in the political union but not in the EC 
Army? 


[Bangemann] Austria should think about how it could 
more flexibly define its neutrality. If it sticks dogmati- 
cally to classical neutrality, it excludes itself from the 
Community. We are not looking for new members, but 
we also do not exclude anybody who accepts the rules of 
the Community. 


I consider it quite possible that political decisions con- 
cerning foreign and security policy are made that would 
pose no problem for Austria. However, there is no doubt 
and it is logical that eventually the EC will develop its 
own defense policy. [passage omitted] 
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CSCEL Officers Exchange Views in Hamberg 
yoy 74291 Hamburg DPA in German 1534 GMT 
21 Feb 91 


[Text] Hamburg (DPA)}—High-ranking officers from 26 
countries participating in the Conference for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe have met for an exchange of 
opinion in the Hamburg Bundeswehr Leadership 
Academy. “Our aim was to present to the participants 
from East and West the German concept of the changed 
security political framework conditions in Europe, and 
we have succeeded in this aim,” academy commander 
Major General Klaus Reinhardt said today at the con- 
clusion of the four-day symposium. 


The commander of the Leadership Academy said that 
tne Gulf war does not mean the end of disarmament. The 
Bundeswehr alone will destroy, on the basis of the 
disarmament agreements, | | .000 large weapons To i 
including tanks, guns, helicopters, and 

Hamburg session was the first meeti 
ranking military leaders from the 


European Parliament Unfreezes Aid for USSR 


AU2202110791 Paris AFP in English 1046 GMT 
22 Feb 91 


—_ Strasbourg. France, Feb 22 (AFP)}—The European 
iament on Friday lifted a temporary freeze on food 
and medical aid to the Soviet Union, Romania and 
Bulgaria, imposed in protest at Moscow's crackdown in 
the Baltic states. 

The European assembly approved an aid worth 
1.2 bilhon dollars for the three countries, 1 ing a 
credst lune worth $00 million ECUS (685 million dollars) 
to enable Moscow to purchase emergency food supplies. 


It had shelved discussion of the aid last month after the 
brutal intervention of Soviet troops in Lithuania early in 
January. 


The aid still has to be approved by the foreign ministers 
of the 12-EC member states at a meeting on March 4. 
But this is expected to be a formality since unlike the 
European parliament, none of the states decided singly 
to freeze emergency aid to Moscow. 
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Mock on Talks With Bessmertnykh, Iran Visit 


AU2102224391 Vienna OR? Television Network 
in German 2100 GMT 21 Feb 91 


{interview with Foreign Minister Alors Mock by Robert 
Hochner in the ORF TV studio in Vienna—tive] 


[Excerpts] [Hochner] Mr. Foreign Minister. you met 
with Soviet Foreign Minister Bessmerinykh in Madnd 
today. What did he tell you about the possible prospects 
of Soviet mediation efforts” 


{Mock] I told him that i does not seem to be a good sign 
for him to be in Madrid, as Iraqi Foreign Minister Tarig 
“Aziz 15 going to Moscow today. He said that he does not 
share my view, because it would be enough for Ira, to 
Say yes or no to the Soviet proposals. In thal conteat, 
Bessmerinykh stressed again thai the Sovict Union fully 
stands by the UN Security Council resolutions. 


However, in view of the tragedy and the victims of a land 
war, Moscow wants to use diplomatic and political 
means to prevent such a land war, he said. Bessmerinykh 
added that the iraqi side had said that it considered it 
important for Tariq ‘Aziz to go to Moscow personally. If 
| understood him correctly, Iraq rejected the idea of 
using the technical facilities of the Soviet Embassy in 


Baghdad 


At that point, | recognized a certain skepticism because 
the suspicion had been created by Iraq that this was 
another delaying tactic-—in other words. basically. Iraq 
1S not ready to withdraw from Kuwait. 


In the discussion of the foreign ministers at the Council 
of Europe, Bessmerinykh then also spoke very clearly 
about the Iraqi aggression against a small country. To 
sum it up, the Soviet Union does not by any means 
intend to move away from the UN Security Council and 
its resolutions, bul wants to use the last chance to 
prevent a horrible land war—even though the Rubicon 
has probably already been crossed. If Moscow were to be 
successful in that respect, it would also be a great success 
for Gorbachev at home. [passage omitted] 


[Hochner] You will be going to Tehran tomorrow. Iran 
has played an interesting role in the Gulf war. Sometimes 
we have the impressvon that Iran is acting as a mediator. 
Regarding the aircraft, we are not sure to what extent 
there are secret accords between Iraq and Iran. Is Aus- 


tria’s foreign policy responding to the apparent wish of 
the Iranian leadership to get closer to the West” 


[Mock] | think it was Iranian Foreign Minister Velayati's 
wish that | visit Tehran as the foreign minister of a 
permanently neutral country. It 1s an official visit. Iran 
has declared its neutrality. In the course of the prepara- 
tions for my visit to Iran, officials informed me weeks 
ago that the Iraqi aircraft have only been taken into 
custody in Iran and will not be given back before the end 
of the military conflict. 
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I beleve that because of its geographical situation and 
above all because of us neutrality Iran will play a very 
decisive role in all efforts aimed ai cutting short the 
conflict. Whether that will be possible is extremely 
doubtful. However, Iran will certainly play a crucial role 
im bringing about a new peace order im the region. 


The foreign ministers of four other nonaligned countnes 
will also be in Tehran. My Yugoslav colleague told me 
that Tariq “Aziz will probably also be back im Iran on 
Sunday. in addition to New York and Moscow, Tehran 
iS Certainly a center of efforts for limiting the terrible 
damage and for finding a settlement for the Middle East 
that may rule out such conflicts in the future 


To Prepare Waldheim Visit 
AU 2202104691 Vienna DER STANDARD in German 
22 Feb VYipl 


[“poss™ report: “Waldheim Wants to Go to Iran” 


[Excerpt] Vienna/Techran—Foreign Minister Alors Mock 
will prepare a state visit by President Kurt Waldheim to 
Iran during his official talks in Tehran over the weekend 
[23/34 February], DER STANDARD learned from com- 
petent government circles. 


Even before Kuwait's annexation last summer, Wald- 
heim hoped to mediate the exchange of prisoners of war 
of the two warring parties through a shuttle mission 
between Tehran and Baghdad. That plan failed because 
Iraq showed no interest. [passage omitted] 


Vranitzky, Mock See Iraqi Reply as Sign of Hope 
102202121791 Vienna Domestic Service in German 
1100 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Text] Chancellor Vranitzky expressed hope today for an 
end to the hostilitics in the Gulf. After yesterday's 
disappointing speech by Saddam Husayn. 1 seems as 
though the voices of reason have won the upper hand in 
Iraq, Vranitzky stressed. 


Foreign Minister Mock described the Iraqi position as a 
decisive breakthrough that will make possible negotia- 
tions. Mock departed for Tehran this morning for talks 
on the Gulf war and on Ausirian- Iranian economic 
relations. 


Vietnam Establishes Embassy to Austria in Vienna 
40210212239] Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
21 Feb Gi p2 


[Unattributed report: “Vietnam Opens Embassy in 
Vienna” ] 


[Text] Vietnam has decided to turn its multilateral (UN) 
embassy in Vienna into a bilateral one. The head of the 
Vietnamese delegation in Vienna, Ta Nguyen, was 
appointed charge d'affaires. So far, Vietnam's Embassy 
in Bonn was responsible for Austria. 
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CSFR's Dienstbier Interviewed on Turkey Visit 


AU 2102143691 Prague CTK in English 
2133 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Report on interview with Czechoslovak Foreign Min- 
ister Jinn Doenstbrer by unidentified CTK reporter in 


Vienna on 2! February] 


[Text] Ankara/Vienna Feb 19 (CTK correspondent}— 
Czechoslovak Foreign Minister Jim Dienstbuer said after 
his two-day visit to Turkey today 1 was armed primarily 
al resuming political dialogue between the two countnes 
after many years. 


He told CTK om Vienna afier arrival from Ankara that 
his stay provided useful impulses to ennmch and cxpand 
mutual contacts and cooperation. 


Diensthier sand his talks were dominated by the possi- 
bilities of inte «fying bilateral cooperation. He dis- 
cussed with Turkish representatives openings for Czech- 
oslovak investment in Turkey, jornt action im a post-war 
reconstruction im the Middle East and other topics. 
Turkey 1 interested in investments in Czechoslovakia, 
especially in the construction of communications. 


According to Dienstbier both sides agreed thai they 
should have agreements on the protection of investments 
and on the prevention of double taxation. They signed a 
protocol abolishing visas for diplomats and busi- 
nessmen. 


The minister said he also discussed many international 
issues with Turkish representatives, namely the Gulf 
War, developments in the Soviet Union, in Central and 
Eastern Europe, and the political, economic and security 
Structures on the continent. 


Diensther conferred with Foreign Minister Ahmet Kurn- 
cebe Alptemocin, Prime Minister Yildirim Akbului, and 
Energy and Natural Resources Minister Fabrettin Kurt. 
He was also received by Turkish President Turugt Ozal. 


He said that Czechoslovak Parliament Chairman Alex- 
ander Dubcek has been invited to visit Turkey and the 
date 1s now being chosen for the visit. 


After his talks in Ankara Dienstbier flew to Vienna and 
lef for Prague later today. 


* Coun ‘rv Seen Attracting FRG lavestment 


YIENO2334 Vienna DER STANDARD in German 
2Jan Vi pila 


[Article by Monika Bachhofer: “Austrian Companies 
Proving Attractive—German Buyers Queueing Up™} 


AUSTRIA s 


[Test] Veenna—The debate about the “passive micrna- 
tronalization™ of Austra 1s being fucied anew by the sale 
and/or selloff of domestic companies to foremgs: Cntirepre- 
neurs. 


The fact +s that such changes im ownership are frequently 
used to cul voluntary social services. That occurs imde- 
pendently of the actual “need to make companies 
viable™ and of the extent of personnel costs. 


Pressuring the VW orks Councils 


Offers by foreign businesses to cooperate with the works 
councils are viewed as an aitempt ic win them over to 
unattractive management decisions with a view to cxer- 
crsing Control over such companies. 


Thas 1s the finding of a study prepared for the Ministry of 
Scrence and the AK [Chamber of Labor] by the Institute 
for Advanced Study (IHS) which joo0ked ito the extent 
to which existing mm-plant rules and regulations were 
being rescinded by the new foreign owners. 


German financiers above all are nding the “wave of 
domestic takeovers.” According to the German /nvest- 
ment Monitor 1990. German companies have taken over 
37 Austrian firms with total carnings of 11.2 billion 
schillings and 9.923 employees during the past five years. 
Germany thus heads the list of foreign purchasers with 
67 percent of total takeovers and $8 percent of the 
employees. Switzerland. Sweden, Italy, and Great 
Britain found Austrian companies far less attractive. 
According to IHS there were no speculative takeovers. 


In an interview with DER STANDARD. IHS analyst 
Joerg Flecker emphasized that Austria's increased move 
toward the EC is likely to lead to more foreign capital 
investment in the future. Company takeovers will head 
the lest. Thus far only three new companies were estab- 
lished as against 37 German takeovers (in the chemical. 
food, mechanical engireering. electrical, and hardware 
industries). 


The principal problems confronting newly established 
companies relate to centralization of decisions im the 
parent company and Austnan approvals for exemptions. 
Suzuki, the Japanese textile firm, it will be recalled, was 
given permission to bring im its machines duty-free. 
Chrysler received a 33-percent subsidy. Given the absence 
of an industrial policy of the banks and entrepreneurial 
reluctance to cooperate, “Austrian solutions” tend to be 
the exception rather than the rule. Senior executives prefer 
to deal with foreigners who are in a position to provide 
credible evidence of being able to continue operations, 
whereas the staff is generally confronted with a fait accom- 
pli. For the most part. contractual guarantees along these 
lines are not made. !f at all, they are given to authorities 
involved in granting subsidies. 








Relgium 


Country Ready To Support Cease-Fire Initiative 


AU2102145091 Paris AFP in Enghh 1412 GMT 
21 Feb 9! 


the Middle East after the Gulf war 


He sasd the Arab-Israch and Lebanese conflicts, Israc!'s 
recognition by its neighbours and problems of the 
region's Kurdish minorities could all be rewived im a 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in the Middle 
East (CSCM). 


Netherlands 


Lubbers Welcomes Soviet Peace Plan for Gulf 


LD2102133291 Hilversum International Service 
in English 1130 GMT 21 Feb 91 


[Text] Dutch Prime Minister Ruud Lubbers has wel- 
comed the Soviet peace proposal. He says one pornt in 


BENELUX 
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fever of tne plan is \:'s based on an wraqi withdrawal. 
Prime Monster Lubbers says if lrag agrees to withdraw. 
a ground «2: wll mot br meoessary, adding the Soviet 
Limon 15 9c Owl to endermuinc the UN Security Council 
resoiulions 


Meanwhile the largest Dutch opposition party. the Lib- 
crals. has cupressed criticrsm of the prime munisicr’s 
comments. They say they are astounded by Mr. Lubbers” 
approval of the Soviet proposa! which comes despric the 
reservations capressed by the US. Pressdent Bush. 


Foreign Minister Comments 
LD2102154891 Hilversum International Service 
in Unglish 1430 GMT 21 Feb 91 


[Text] The Dutch Foreign Ministe: Hans van den Brock 
has capressed support for Dutch Prime Minister Ruud 


plan despite the reservations that the United States and 
Great Britain have vowed on the offer from Moscow. 


Foreign Minister van den Brock’s spokesman said the 
Netherlands will support any attempt to convince Iraq to 
withdraw from Kuwait. The Dutch Government carher 
said the Sovict Union's efforts were intended to enforce 
all UN Security Council resolutions. The Dutch Govern- 
ment has not been officially informed of the exact details 
of the plan. 


Iraqi Response ‘Encouraging’ 


LD2202115291 Hilversum International Service 
in Faglish 1130 GMT 22 Feb 91 


— [passage omitted] Here in the Netherlands, the 

Dutch Foreign Ministry describes the announcement in 
Moscow [of Iraqi response to peace plan] as an encour- 
aging Cevelopment but the government's official posi- 
tion will not be announced until after the Cabinet has 
scrutinized the deal. 
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Reportage on Reaction to Soviet Peace Proposal 


LD220209499! London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in Enghish O846 GMT 22 Feb 91 


'.> Say Weed 


oe Soe Se eee 
Soviet peace gropossls as “an umprovement™ 
seen before—ul said they were stl en a Ph» 


we've Gone the) far to have some very significant defi- 
Cenc Ih Ine ~ 


Mr Major, whe «2: « itouch with President Bush over- 
night. sand afin, & “> peace plan would continuc 
today. The pre (aronsier, on the steps of Downing 
Street, was comcic si0x(g for the first ume on the Soviet 
peace plan. announced in Moscow just hours 

Iraq: leader told the world in a broadcast from 
“We fight to the death.” 


Mr Major said it was not “remotely clear” whether the 


will continue later on thes morning and we will of course 
be in contact with the rest of our allies.” Mr. M yor seid 
he would speak to President Bush later today ad meet 
colleagues this afternoon. He said the “signe? ant defi- 
crencies™ on the proposals would have to be rectified. Mr. 
Major, before going back inte No 10, denied the peace 
plar would split the allies. 


There were aiso a doutt about the Soviet peace plan 
from Shadow Defence Spokesman Martin O'Neill. who 
said of the plan: “There's still a lot of work to be done on 
it”. It might form the basis for a settlement, he said, but 
here were still a number of issucs which remained 
wnresolved. “Our view is that there's still a lor of work to 
be done There are a number of substantial points there 
that we can build on.” sand Mr. O'neill in an inteview on 
TV-AM. We have to hope that people will scize on the 
positive clements and wil! not dwell unnecessarily on the 
negative ones at thes stage.” he added. 


Foreign Secretary Douglas Huré said of the peace plan: 
“There ss a lot that os still obscure about the Iraqi 
decision. But equally it does not add up to the full and 
unconditional complience with what the UN has 
required which 1s what we are waiting for—what the 
world 1s waiting for.” 


He told BBC breakfast news: “We are in close touch with 
the main allies on this, I've talked to the prime minister 
this morning. | talked > Jim Baker (U.S. secretary of 
state) during the night. Ministers here will be mecting 
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later om om the day to see how the situation has changed 
and whether « has cleared up.” 


Major To Consult Allies 


LD2202 105891 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in Engitsh 1012 GMT 2) Feb 91 


[By lan Graham. quotation marks a1 recerved] 


[Text] The latest Gulf peace proposals were an advance 
bul the war would continuc until tac United Nations 
RS SOND SNE, SSD See Cae nee Se 


said he hoped it would be successful, and was optimisinc 
“Common sense says 1 should work.” he said. 


Saddam Speech ‘Very Disappointing’ 
LD2102174191 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1709 GMT 21 Feb 9! 


[By Paul Bromicy) 


[Text] The prime munrster sand Saddam Husayn’s speech 
showed there was “no glimmer of hope” for a peaceful 
settlement to the Gulf war. It was “very disappomting”™. 





sand on the sicps of No 10 Downing Sirect an 
Saddam's broadcast. He went on “We have 
an Opportunity to look wery carefully at what 
Husayn seems to have said mm hes speech. “I: 


itt 


resolutions.~ 
Mr Major made i clear that, unicss Saddam had a 
change of mind 2 land war was inevituble. “lt is an 


lost and now i seems 1 has gone.” 
he sant. “I had hoped he would have announced what he 
knows 1% necessary. that he was going to adopt the 
Securtty Council Resolutions.” 


Asked if that made land war incvitabic. he sand: “We 
propose to ensure that Kuwait «s leberated and. unicss 
Saddam Husayn docs comply with the Security Council 
resolutions im fall, then there will be a land war.” 


Saddam had cffec’ -cly drscouated the Sowiet Union's 
peace muitsative, which, anyway, the ales had already 
said fell short of mecting the resolutions. 


Mr Major again pledged the allics would do all they 
could to kerp casualties low. “Over the last few months 
we have done everything we porsubly cculd, firstly to 
prevent the conflict beginning im the first place and. 
secondly. as | think everyone will recognise. to minimise 
casualties, both mulstary casualties on our side and 
civihan casualties mm Iraq.” he sand. “We have a very 

for the safety of our troops. that has been the 


prime minister sand: “If the Iraqis were going to 
accept and endorse the Security Council resolutions, | 
would have thought Saddam Husayn would wave taken 
the opportunity of saying i in his speech today. Quite 
Clearly, he has not done so.” Mr Mayor repeated Britain's 
view that the proposals put forward by the Soviet Union 
fall a good deal short of the Security Council resolutions. 


“We have done everything we can to prevent this. What 
we must now do is to restore Kuwait to it mghiful 
cwnership and ensure there «s a durable peace and 
security mm the region. That is in everyone's interests in 
tae short and long term.” 


Mr Major went back inside Number 10 for a pre- 


to discuss the latest developments ia the Gulf, Whitehall 
officials said the British and American Governments 
were im touch mmmediately after the broadcast 10 discuss 
thew response. The contact took place at official level 
the prime muenister'’s private secretary dealing 
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“Nothing New" in Proposal 
LD2202015491 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English OOS9 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[By Chres Moncrieff, polsical editor] 


Kuwart would stop the allied military operation. 


However, the package was being scrutinised im the most 
minute detail >  %wernment official: So far all the 
Britwsa Grover 4 has to work on are press, news 
agency and wk on reports emanating from Moscow. 


Kisexpected .~« British and Ame wan officials will be 


im close touch on the telephone through the night te 
assess their more considered response [passage omittcd] 


Mititary Campaign To Continue 
LD2102135701 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1225 GMT 21 Feb 91 


[By Chris Moncrieff, political editor] 


[Text] The allied military campaig. 1s not being held up 
by any “hanging around” fo trag’s response to the 
Soviet peace plan. the war cabinet was assured today. 
Both Britain and the United States have already made 
clear that the piar: falls short of the UN Security Council 
resolutions demanding Saddam Husayn's unconditional 
withdrawal from Kuwait. Ministess given a military 


Ministers were told the military did not understand 
Iraq's capabilities, including the risk of chemical 
weapons. ite allhed wew of the future was not 
one of the air Sombardment ending with a 
beginning—bui of « &.90 of scamiecss web. 
campaign developing im an evolutionary way. 
operation will continue once the land baitle proper 
under way. What has happened so far on the 
regarded as skirmishes. but this could change. 
major land operation starts. a news blackout 
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imposed. When the time comes to step up the land 
offensive in a major way, there will be a political 
consultation between the allies. 


Britain was at pains to point out today that the only thing 
which would halt the military operation would be a 
pledge by Saddam Husayn that he will comply in full 
with the UN resolutions and evidence of doing so. His 
word alone is unacceptable since ministers were recalling 
that in July he pledged to President Mubarak of Egypt 
that he would not invade Kuwait. 


Earlier Mr Davic Mellor, chief secretary of the Treasury, 
gave his colleagues an update on the “burden-sharing™ 
operation—the appeal to non-combatant nations to help 
meet the cost of the fighting. He said Britain had so far 
received pledges of 1.4 billion pounds sterling 


‘Serious Deficiencies’ Seen 
LD2202133291 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1139 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[By Trevor Mason, parliamentary chief reporter] 


[Text] Peace proposals drawn up by the Soviet Union to 
end the Gulf war were an improvement on those put 
forward before, Foreign Office Minister Douglas Hogg 
told the Commons today. But he warned, in an emer- 
gency statement, that they still contained “serious defi- 
ciencies”. He said: “They fall significantly short of full 
and unconditional implementation of the relevant Secu- 
rity Council resolutions.” 


Britain had still not received a full text of the proposals, 
Mr. Hogg disclosed. When they arrived, ministers would 
analyse them and consult urgently with the coalition 
partners. Shadow Defence Secretary Martin O'Neill said: 
“There might now be some grounds for qualified opti- 
mism.” But the cornerstone of policy must still be to 
obtain Iraq's “unequivocal commitment” to withdraw 
from Kuwait and fully comply with the UN resolutions, 
he said. In his statement Mr. Hogg said: “We have not 
yet received from the Soviet Governemnt the full text of 
these proposals. Bui when we do, we will analyse them 
and consult carefully and urgently with governments of 
all the countries whose forces are participating in the 
coalition. Such details as were given in last night's 
announcement in Moscow indicate that these proposals 
are an improvement on those which had previously been 
put forward by the Soviet Union. We welcome this. But 
they still contain serious deficiencies.” 


He added: “It is not yet clear whether Iraq has accepted 
the Soviet proposals, even as they currently stand.” 


Major Makes First Northern Ireland Visit 


LD2202103291 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 0939 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[By lan Graham] 





UNITED KINGDOM ¢ 


[Text] John Major flew to Northern Ireiand today for his 
first visit to the province since becoming prime minister. 
Considerable surprise was expressed that he chose to go 
ahead with the trip following the overnight Moscow 
peace initiative attempting to halt the Gulf War. How- 
ever, he was staying in constant touch with Downing 


Street throughout his trip. 


After early morning discussions over the Gulf War in 
Downing Street, Mr Major flew to RAF [Royal Air 
Force] Aldergrove outside Belfast and was then taken by 
helicopter into the grounds of Stormont Castle—seat of 
the Northern Ireland office. The prime minister was duc 
to hold meetings with police and army chiefs and hear 
briefings from Northern Ireland office ministers. He was 
also expected to make a number of other visits, but no 
advance public notice was being given for security rea- 
sons. 


The trip comes 15 days after the IRA mortar bomb 
attack on 10 Downing Street while the prime minister 
was chairing a session of the war cabinet. Today's visit, 
at a time of international crisis, was being seen as 
another example of Mr. Major's calm, business as usual, 
approach to government. It was believed the visit could 
be cut short ai any time during the day, should the prime 
minister decide he needed face-to-face discussions with 
senior cabinet colleagues. 


A major security operation was mounted within the 
already protected grounds of Stormont Castle and the 
nearby empty parliament building. Police and troops 
with sniffer dogs carried out continuous sweeps of the 
acres of tree-filled grounds. All cars entering the area 
were checked even more diligently than normal. All 
parking on the short route from Stormont Castle to the 
RUC [Royal Ulster Constabulary] headquarters at 
Knock in East Belfast was halted. Mr Major was having 
discussions at RUC headquarters with Chief Constable 
Hugh Annesley. 


Hurd: West Not Seeking USSR’s Dissolution 


LD2102223291 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 2129 GMT 21 Feb 91 


{By Tom McMullan, diplomatic correspondent} 


[Text] Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd tonight ruled out 
the dissolution of the Soviet Union as an objective of 
Western policy. He said that would not be in the West's 
interests, and neither was a Soviet return to isolation. 


Mr Hurd set out a series of “signposts” as a guide to 
dealing with the Soviet Union, two weeks before John 
Major makes his first visit to Moscow as prime minister. 
The foreign secretary told a meeting of the Great Britain- 
USSR Association in London the West should take the 
long view in the present period of turbulence, and the 
objective was to knit the Soviet Union to Europe. 


“If ever there was a time to keep all our channels open. 
to redouble our support for all those who are working for 











10 UNITED KINGDOM 


a more enlightened Soviet Uiion, more closely inte- 
grated with the rest of the world, it is now.” Mr Hurd 
said. The first signpost should be that the West was “not 
seeking to prescribe the Soviet Union's future shape, still 
less to undermine its stability”. He said: “No responsible 
person can wish to see the Soviet Union descend into 
chaos, fragmentation and strife.” 


There was a special concern for the Baltic states. “All the 
peoples of the Soviet Union should enjoy the right to 
self- determination,” he said. “But it is not for outsiders 
to say how they should exercise that right.” 


Mr Hurd stressed: “It is not in the interests of the West 
to work for dissolution of the Soviet Union. It is in our 
interests that the republics should find a way of working 
together on the basis of consent.” 


A second signpost was the Conference on Security and 
Co-operation, which laid down principles that the Soviet 
Union and 32 partners had decided should govern 
relations, intended to lead to a secure and prosperous 
Europe. People’s diplomacy would provide a further 
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signpost. Every time lawyers, artists, journalists, school- 
children, theatre grou~s or rock bands from Britain or 
the Soviet Union exchanged visits, “the suspicions and 
hostility bred in the dark years of the cold war recede a 
little further”, he said. 


Economic reform was another signpost. “The West's 
message musi be that it stands ready to assist the 
structural reform of the Soviet economy as soon as that 
reform is properly engaged,” Mr Hurd said. Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev and his lieutenants had taken on a 
“daunting burden™ six years ago when they decided »» 
turn the Soviet Union round, he said. 


Mr Hurd added: “We musi aid watch developments in 
the USSR with considerable anxiety. The people of that 
country should know that we also watch with sympathy. 
We know that this is a time of turmoil and of personal 
hardship for many of them. Few of them can be blamed 
for the mistakes of the past. They are people of resil- 
ience, of generosity, with deep traditions of hospitality. 
They have made a glittering contribution in their lan- 
guage, literature, music, religion, to our Common culture. 
We wish to knit them into Europe, and to continue 
dismantling the barriers of the past.” 
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Kohli: Peace Plan Step in Right Direction 
LD2202104391 Hamburg DPA in German 0940 GMT 
22 Feb 91 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—Federal Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
has welcomed Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev's 
peace plan for the ending of hostilities in the Gulf war. It 
is a “step in the right direction” and a “last-minute 
attempt,” Kohl said in Bonn today, on the sidelines of a 
Bundestag session. 

The individual conditions must now be very carefully 
examined. The question is whether the Iraqi dictator 
Saddam Husayn is only engaged in “superficial tactics” 
or has the political will to pul an end to the “whole 
terrible Cisaster.~ 


Everything that the Federal Government does in this 
connection takes place in close agreement with the 
partners and allies, above all with the United States. 
Kohl said. 


Genscher Delivers Government Statement on Gulf 


AU2202090491 Munich Bayerischer Rundfunk 
Network in German 0802 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Government statement delivered by Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher at a Bundestag session in 
Bonn-—live] 


[Text] Ladies and gentlemen; the world is waiting with 
bated breath. The hope of the peoples that an expansion 
of the war in the Gulf can still be prevented has 
increased. The debate that was planned for today on the 
basis of a government statement is to be confined to the 
contents of the government statement, to commenting 
on the events of the past few hours. 


The FRG Government is aware of the fact that this 
statement is made at a time, at an hour today, when the 
briefing of the UN Security Council that has been 
announced by the Soviet Government on the details of 
the talks with the Iraqi foreign minister has not yet taken 
place. A comprehensive assessment will be possible only 
afterwards. The FRG Government is already in close 
contact with its allies and partners, as has been the case 
over the past weeks and months. In Paris today the 
Western European Union will discuss the current situa- 
tion. At this time the FRG Government will exercise 
restraint in its public assessment, with the objective of 
maintaining at this stage too, which is decisive for war 
and peace, the cohesion and solidarity of the community 
of states that has been maintained from the very begin- 


ning. [applause] 


The FRG Government welcomes the intensive and great 
efforts that Soviet President Gorbachev has undertaken 
to make Saddam Husayn finally give in. The importance 
of the plan and the appeal that were presented by the 
Soviet president is a step in the right direction. The FRG 
Government hopes that it will faciliate a peaceful solu- 
ton. 


GERMANY il 


However, there are key points that still have to be 
detailed and explained. The immediate withdrawal must 
not be postponed, for instance. It is necessary for the 
withdrawal to begin immediately ana for it to be brought 
to a rapid conclusion. There will not be any reward for 
the aggression, nor will there be any playing for time. 
[applause] 


If Saddam Husayn really does withdraw unconditionally 
from Kuwait, he will certainly not become the peace 
bringer as a result. With it he merely admits the hope- 
lessness of his own, personal situation. His guilt does not 
diminish because of it. [applause] 


And it is certainly not concern for the people of his own 
country or for the others affected by the Gulf war that 
will make him give in. He has treated the citizens of his 
own country too unscrupulously and too cynically, he 
waged the war against Iran without hesitation for years, 
and he attacked Kuwait without hesitation on 2 August 
1990. And there would hz ze been further attacks on the 
states of this region, if the world community had not 
prevented him. If the goals of the world community are 
implemented, it is, first of all, to the credit of the 
determination and steadfastness of President Bush and 
the coalition that was formed and lead by him under the 
aegis of the United Nations. [applause] 


And if over the past hour Saddam Husayn’s realization 
of how hopeless his own situation is has made him agree 
to the demands of the Security Council, the responsi- 
bility and the tenaciousness of Soviet President Gor- 
bachev's efforts have contributed to it in a decisive 
manner. [applause] 


Saddam Husayn alone would have been able to prevent 
bloodshed in the Gulf from the very beginning if he had 
unconditionally withdrawn from Kuwait in time. The 
appeal for peace had to be addressed to him alone and it 
has been valid until this very hour. The UN Security 
Council and the great majority of its member nations 
adopted the resolutions that called on Iraq to uncondi- 
tionally withdraw from Kuwait, to reestablish the sover- 
eignty of that country, and to secure justice and peace in 
the region. 


Right from the beginning, the Federal Government's 
attitude has been determined by the objective to imple- 
ment the clear and unconditional will of the community 
of peoples. We are on the side of international law, the 
United Nations, and the coalition. Any other position 
would neither correspond to the lessons from our history 
nor the concepts of the values laid down in our consti- 
tution. We are aware that the soldiers of our allies in the 
Gulf—in the first place, the American, the French, and 
the British soldiers—have the same uniforms as those 
who are at our side here in Europe and in Germany, who 
did not hesitate to set up the Berlin airlift in the hours of 
the great threat to West Berlin, and who guaranteed 
peace in Europe together with us when it was directly 
thres ened by the Soviet intervention in Hungary and 
later in Turkey. [applause] 
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We also pay tribute to the deployment of the Arab armed 
forces in the coalition. Their participation has made it 
more difficult for Saddam Husayn to present himself as 
the protector of the Arab peoples" interests. 


Madam president, ladies and gentlemen, in these hours 
our thoughts are with the people who are directly 
affected by the fighting: the soldiers, the civilians, chil- 
dren, women, and men. We sympathize especially with 
the families of the soldiers of the coalition. They all are 
affected as victims of Saddam Husayn’s aggression. He 
not only wanted to occupy Kuwait, he wanted war 
against the community of nations and even against his 
own people until the situation became hopeless. If there 
is now a chance, if the chance is to be used, the Federal 
Government will du everything in its power to use it 
because of its responsibility for peace and in solidarity 
with its partners and allies. Thank you. [applause] 


Vogel Appeals for Ground War Postponement 
AU 2202094891 Munich Bayerischer Rundfunk 
Network in German 0811 GMT 22 Feb 9/ 


[Statement delivered by SPD Chairman Hans-Jocher 
Vogel at the Bundestag session in Bonn—live] 


[Text] Madam President, Ladies and Gentlemen: ine 
news of last evening and last night have once again 
confronted us with a situation that makes it seem inap- 
propriate to conduct the debate as if it were one of the 
usual arguments between the government and the oppo- 
sition. At a moment when the question of whether 
weapons will be silent in the Gulf or whether the horrors 
of war will escalate again is balanced on a razors edge, 
there is no place for anything that might seem to be 
parliamentary routine or mindless duty. [applause] 


And even more than usual, the important things have to 
be separated from less important things. Based on such 
measures—and I agree with the FRG Foreign Minister— 
the priority issue now is whether Gorbachev's initiatve 
has opened the door for a cease-fire. At the beginning of 
this week, the UN secretary general rightly called the 
initiative a historic chance. It has rightly been welcomed 
by the EC foreign ministers. The nonaligned nations, 


too, have supported it. 


With its self-destructive fanaticism, Saddam's speech 
yesterday seemed to destroy hopes for the success of the 
initiative. After what has become known in the mean- 
time about the results of the Moscow talks, now, in 
contrast, it seems as if Iraq is willing to withdraw from 
Kuwait within the shortest possible time and to thus 
fulfill the central demand of the UN Security Council 
resolution. 


We appeal to everyone responsible and ask them to 
examine the statement thoroughly and to do everything 
possible so that the war will come to an end. [applause] 


For that purpose, it may be necessary to clarify or 
supplement Moscow's proposal for a solution. It must be 
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ensured that even after a loosening or a later lifting of the 
economic embargo there will not be any arms exports to 
Iraq. [applause] The national measures should continue 
at least in that respect, and the UN resolutions can 
certainly not become void immediately, but only as soon 
as the aggressor has withdrawn from Kuwait completely. 
[applause] 


Now it is in particular the United Nations and its 
secretary general that are called upon to act. The ques- 
tion of whether the war is to be continued and whether 
the ground assault is to start can no longer be answered 
by individual nations just for themselves, but only by the 
United Nations as the world organization that has been 
given the legitimacy to do that. [applause] 


In this the United Nations will have to keep in mind that 
the goal of its measures and decisions was the liberation 
of Kuwait—and that is still the case—and that the goal is 
not and concept that deviates from that goal or exceeds 


it. [applause] 


Ladies and gentlemen, without overestimating our 
importance and our weight—and this should also be 
expressed in these statements—I ask with every 
emphasis that the ground assualt not be started on any 
account while the issue is being examined. [applause] 


We appeal to the FRG Government—and, Mr. Minister, 
from your statement I get the impression that you accept 
that appeal—to use its influence so that an under- 
standing can be reached literally at the last minute. Not 
because we have the slightest sympathetic feeling here in 
this house for the brutal Iraqi dictator, but because we do 
not want all the suffering and destruction that have 
already been caused by this war to be added to by the 
deaths of innumerable soldiers and civilians, who are not 
to blame for Saddam's crimes. [applause] 


And we are also concerned about the American soldiers 
and the other soldiers of the multinational armed forces. 
By the way, in my opinion, the FRG must also raise its 
voice because the failure of Gorbachev's initiative would 
place great strain on the relations between the Western 
powers and could mean a return to the times of rivalry 
and confrontation. [applause] 


Ladies and gentlemen, in these days and weeks we 
Germans have been the subject of strong criticism in 
quite a few countries, above all in Israel, but also in the 
United States, Great Britain, and other countries. As far 
as that criticism is aimed at the participation of Germans 
in arms exports, especially at the participation of Ger- 
mans in the production of chemical weapons and the 
development of missiles that damage Israel, it is justi- 
fied. We will have to suffer much for a long time—I use 
these words carefully because they are appropriate at this 
hour—because not only individual unscrupulous profi- 
teers, but also the responsible people did not realize the 
importance and consequences of all those things. We can 
only limit the damage if we immediately present all facts 
and draw the necessary personnel and technical conclu- 
sions. [applause] 











FBIS-WEU-91-03%6 
22 February 1991 


Proposals have been made. | would like to see a grand 
coalition to reestablish our good German reputation in 
that field. The participation of those who are responsi- 
bie... [unintelligible interjection] However, we want to 
do without the participation of those who are responsible 
for the training of Iraqi soldiers in the handling of gas 
weapons in the former GDR, as we know now, and 
without the participation of those who were shameless 
enough to assert that Israel itself is to blame for the 
missile attacks on it. [applause] 


As for the rest, I think that most of the criticism of 
Germany is unjust. | also say that here. I thank the 
president for having defended our people against such 
criticism and having found the right and appropriate 
words for the young people who demonstrate for peace. 
[applause] 


I think that we do not need to apologize for our Basic 
Law. The passages of it that are relevant here were laid 
down with—not against—the will of our friends. We also 
do not need to apologize for not wanting to send German 
soldiers to the Gulf. We can even cite in support the 
advice of our Israeli friends, who had their own reasons 
for clearly rejecting the deployment of German soldiers 
in the Gulf. We did what was necessary and possible to 
protect Israel from the Iraqi missiles, quickly and 
without quarrels between the parties, while, for our part, 
the break with a principle was a contribution that we 
decided to make. 


Ladies and gentlemen, apart from the aspect that con- 
cerns Israel—I say this very carefully—arms exports are 
also not a special German topic. [applause] 


We Social Democrats... [unintelligible interjection] | do 
not know, ladies and gentlemen, what amuses you at this 
moment. I have some difficulty in understanding that. | 
add that we Social Democrats also do not need to 
apologize for our intensive and passionate struggle for 
our position. 


Nothing would be more inappropriate for us Germans— 
| am quite grateful for moderate voices among your 
ranks as well—than adopting quick, bold, or resolute 
positions on this issue. [applause] 


The fact that Juergen Habermas and Wolf Biermann on 
the one hand, and Guenther Grass on the other discussed 
with great seriousness the right answer to the challenge 
posed to a peaceful world order by a man like the Iraqi 
dictator, who possesses means of mass destruction and 
who is ready to sacrifice everything to achieve his goals, 
shows how vital the problems are that are involved here. 
By the way, we also made clear our position outside our 
country—in Israel, for example, but also in Washington, 
where Deputy Voigt explained our stand to our Amer- 
ican friends. 

As far as Europe is concerned, it is important for the 
alliance to concentrate on a joint policy for the postwar 
period at this point. We consider the following points 
essential: 
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First, the forces in the region must be strengthened that 
will overcome hatred in the region, that will heal the 
wounds of war, and that finally will distribute the wealth 
in this region in a more just—no in a just manner. 


[applause] 


Second, an international process must be initiated that 
largely corresponds to the CSCE process. In this connec- 
tion, the renunciation of force, a ban on nuclear, chem- 
ical, and biological weapons, and strict armament con- 
trol agreements should be sought. Here | would like to 
warn against Western arrogance toward the Arab world. 
In Europe, we embarked on this CSCE path only after 
two bloody European civil wars. 


Third, Israel's right to live within secure borders must be 
acknowledged, and the realization of the legitimate 
rights of the Palestinian people must be ensured. There 
will be no peace in this region unless other UN resolu- 
tions are fulfilled as well, and unless it is impossible for 
unscrupulous dictators to misuse the Israeli-Palestinian 


problem as a political explosive. 


Fourth, it is about time for the United Nations to discuss 
the topic of weapons exports and for it to do everything 
possible to curb trading in death. The truth 1s that more 
people die from the consequences of that trade than 
because of drug trafficking. I believe that it should bring 
us all, and the peoples of the world, back to reason. It 
should also not happen again that more moncy 1s made 
available for a war within a few weeks than for the 
elimination of misery, hunger, and distress in many 
years. | would like to point out that the money had to be 
made available because of the course of events. 


[applause] 


Madam oresident, ladies, and gentlemen, the FRG can 
make a substantial contribution here. We are ready to 
cooperate, and we should jointly prove that the united 
Germany considers safeguarding peace its noblest task. 


Ladies and gentlemen, please allow me to say a few 
personal words at the end. Numerous people, including 
myself, are praying for peace now. Those prayers should 
include an intercession for those on whose shoulders the 
burden of an enormous responsibility lies at the 
moment. | am particularly thinking of Washington and 
New York. Let us pray that officials there will make the 
right decision. [applause] 


Saddam Speech Seen as Responsible for More War 
LD2102173391 Hamburg DPA in German 1709 GMT 
21 Feb 9! 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—The Federal Government believes 
that, with his speech today, Iraq's dictator saddam 
Husayn has rejected the chance offered him of ending 
the war. This can be said even though the official reply 
from Baghdad to the Soviet peace initiative is still 
unknown, Government Spokesman Dieter Vogel stated 
this evening in Bonn. 
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In Saddam's speech no elements were apparent that 
suggested [Iraq's] readiness to withdraw from Kuwait in 
accordance with the UN resolutions. Rather, Saddam's 
wish to continue the war was clear, Vogel said. Saddam 
has had the key to peace in his hands. Now it is once 
again clear to the whole world that he alone bears the 
responsibility if there 1s further bloodshed now. 


Genscher Comments 


LD2102205691 Hamburg DPA in German 2010 GMT 
21 Feb 91 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—According to Federal Foreign Min- 
ister Hans-Dietrich Genscher, the speech by the Iraqi 
head of state, Saddam Husayn, does not “leave much 
hope™ that the Iraqi foreign minister, Tariq “Aziz will 
declare Baghdad's unconditional readiness to withdraw 
from Kuwait during his talks in Moscow. Saddam is 
waging “war against the international community and 
against his own people,” Genscher said this evening on 
First German Television. On the Soviet peace initiative, 
the content of which is not yet officially known, Gen- 
scher said: “The peace plan is aimed at liberating Kuwait 
unconditionally.” The Iraqi dictator himself created his 
own position, and only he can change it. However, one 
must wait for the ‘Aziz meeting in Moscow. 


Greens Spokesman Resigns Over Scud Remark 


LD2102143191 Hamburg DPA in German 1346 GMT 
21 Feb 9l 


[Excerpt] Bonn (DPA)—Christian Stroebele, the 
spokesman for the Greens’ Executive, has resigned fol- 
lowing a scandal surrounding his remarks about the Iraqi 
mussile attacks on Israel. At the same time, the Greens’ 
Executive delegation cut short its visit to Israel, where 
Stroebele unleashed a storm of outrage, and returned to 
Germany. 


He can not credibly represent the interests of the Greens 
considering the reproach of having defended the Iraqi 
missile attacks on Israel, Stroebele said in an interview 
on Radio Free Berlin. He rejected the accusation as 
totally unfounded and condmened the Iraqi attacks as 
“cruel, terroristic, and a serious crime.” He had never 
wanted to defend the attacks and regretted formulations 
in his interview that had led to the misunderstanding. 


Stroebele had said prior to the visit in an interview with 
THE JERUSALEM POST that !raci attacks are “the 
consequence of Israeli policy toward Palestinians and 
the Arab states, and toward Iraq.” When Stroebele later 
denied having authorized the interview, the interviewer 
Henryk Broder instituted legal measures against him. 


[passage omitted] 


Weizsaecker Comments on Relations With ROK 
SK2202055891 Seoul YONHAP in English 
OS14 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[i cai) Bonn, Germany, Feb. 21 (OANA-YONHAP)}— 
German President Richard von Weizsaecker said 
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Thursday his government would not take any “diplo- 
matic initiative” toward North Korea and would decal 
with it only through consultations with South Korea. 


Weizsaecker made the remarks in a press conference 
with South Korean correspondents based here prior to 
his scheduled four-day official visit to Seoul from Feb. 
25. He will be the first German president to visit South 
Korea since the German reunification. 


Urging Korean rapprochement and unification to follow 
the German model, he called for more personnel 
exchanges and said he hoped inter-Korean talks would 
bear fruit. 


He said German relations with Pyongyang would be 
based on consultation with Seoul and that North Korea 
should open its doors to the outside world in order to 
soften its rigid ideology and overcome economic hard- 
ship. 


War in the Gulf, specifically possible joint participation 
in post-war rebuilding of Iraq and Kuwait, will also be 
discussed in talks with President No Tae-u, Weizsaecker 
said. 

On Korea's human rights situation, the German leader 
noted that No is pursuing democratization, which he 
indicated is Commensurate with progress in human 


rights. 


Nicaragua's Chamorro Meets With Kohl, Genscher 


PA2202040291 Managua Radio Corporacion 
in Spanish 2325 GMT 21 Feb 91 


[Text] Berlin—Nicaraguan President Violeta Barrios de 
Chamorro arrived in Berlin from Bonn today, where she 
met with Chancellor Helmut Kohl, President Richard 
von Weizsacker, and Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher. 


Chamorro arrived in this German city under strict 
security measures that prevented journalists from 
approaching her. Her schedule during her stay here 
includes an interview with Berlin Mayor Eberhard Diet- 
gen, a visit to Brandenburg Gate, and attendance at 4 
concert by the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra. 


In Bonn, Chancellor Kohl promised Chamorro that 
Germany would grant the Nicaraguan Government 95 
million German marks [DM], approximately $65 mil- 
lion, to help rebuild Nicaragua, and that the Club of 
Paris would discuss the debt of DMS00 million that 
Nicaragua owes Germany, which includes loans that the 
now defunct GDR made to the Sandinist government. 


The Nicaraguan president is accompanied by Foreign 
Minister Enrique Dreyfus, Economy Minister Silvio de 
Franco, External Cooperation Minister Erwin Kruger. 
and Government Minister Carlos Hurtado. Chamorro 
will end her visit to Berlin tomorrow, which concludes a 
tour through Europe, and return to Nicaragua tomorrow 


night. 
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Aid Offered 


LD2102135891 Hamburg DPA in German 1021 GMT 
21 Feb 9l 


[Excerpts] Bonn (DPA)—If Nicaragua fulfills the strict 
reform conditions of the International Monetary Fund, 
the FRG is prepared to fund civilian projects valued at 
95 million German marks. Nicaraguan President Violeta 
Barrios de Chamorro was given that promise at the end 
of her official visit to Bonn today by Economic Cooper- 
ation Minister Carl-Dieter Spranger. [passage omitted] 


Bundesbank Cautious About New Taxes, Inflation 


AU2202125891 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT 
in German 20 Feb 91 p 12 


[“fk” report: “FRG Citizens Called Upon to Save™]} 


[Text] Frankiurt, 19 February--The Bundesbank plans 
to react to higher taxes with caution: The related dangers 
to prices must not lead to a process of inflation. 
According to the bank's own statements, the raising of 
the prime rate decided at the end of January is to 
“emphasize” its braking course. 


In its February report the Bundesbank stresses again that 
reductions of the public deficits by reducing expendi- 
tures would be better than tax increases. At the end of 
January the risks to stability as a result of financial and 
wage policy made “a certain tightening of money-market 
policy by raising the prime rate to 9 percent and to 6.5 
percent (Lombard/discount) unavoidable. 


The Bundesbank expresses satisfaction with the result of 
its decisions concerning the interest rate. The trust of the 
markets in the stability of the German mark [DM] and in 
the Bundesbank has obviously been strengthened. Thus 
the forward rates on the money market have been 
reduced, capital market interest rates declined by about 
40 points to 8.5 percent by mid-February. Long-term 
investments are slightly s*.mulated by the crumbling of 
the yields. 
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Trust in DM Strengthened 


The Bundesbank admits that tensiciis were caused on 
the foreign currency market by the decision to raise the 
interest rates and the subsequent U.S. decision to lower 
them. It was feared that the dollar exchange rate would 
decline at an accelerated pace. The internationally con- 
certed purchase of dollars, the Bundesbank says cau- 
tiously, “might have contributed” to the fact that the 
markets calmed down again. 


The Bundesbank again vehemently defends itself against 
criticism from abroad that by raising the interest rates it 
has acted against a worldwide trend toward lower 
interest rates. Because changes in the exchange rates in 
the European Monetary System are practically impos- 
sible, a close interest-rate union has logically formed, but 
necessary monetary policy measures must not be lefi 
undone in the “hard currency countries” as a result. 


Money Supply Declined in the East 


Regarding the dangers to prices, the guardians of the 
currency point to the divergent developments in the 
“DM currency area.” Thus, during the fourth quarter of 
1990 in eastern Germany the M3 money supply declined 
by DM12.8 billion because of a continuing money drain 
to the west and a “breather” in the granting of loans. In 
western Germany, on the other hand, that money supply 
expanded by DM89.5 billion during the last quarter of 
the year, or at an annual rate of 7.5 percent—that is twice 
as much as during the first half of the year. 


The reason for the expansion of the money supply in the 
west during the last quarter of the year were the bank 
loans, which rose by 8.5 percent, both to industry and to 
private persons (absolute increase: DM 18.4 billion). At 
the same time, money capital formation with an expan- 
sion rate of 9 percent, in total DM37.8 billion, acted as a 
brake. Says the Bundesbank: “In the longer term a 
further strengthening of the readiness for investments 
will be absolutely necessary if the high financial demand 
is to be met in accordance with stability requirements.” 
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Velayati Accuses Iraq of ‘Wasting Time’ 
AU2102092991 Paris AFP in English 0927 GMT 
21 Feb 91 


[Test] Paris, Feb 21 (AFP)}—Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Tarig ‘Aziz will return to Moscow with Iraq's response to 
a Soviet peace plan on Thursday, via Teheran, Iranian 
Foreign Minister “Ali Akbar Velayati said here, accusing 
Iraq of “wasting time”. 


“Our colleagues in Teheran are waiting for him,” Mr. 
Velayati told a news conference here, adding: “We are 
waiting for a clear and concrete response of Iraq until 
tonight”. But he stressed that this did not imply a 
deadline. 


The Iranian minister explained that Mr. “Aziz would 
travel to the Iraqi-lranian border by car, and would fly to 
Moscow from a western Iranian city. 


Admitting that “things are noi going as well as previ- 
ously”, he added that Iran still had “hope”. 


But with all Mr. Aziz’s physical difficulties in reaching 
Moscow, “indirectly at least, they are wasting time,” he 
said. 


Comments Further 


LD2102151991 Paris Antenne-2 Television Network 
in French 1200 GMT 2i Feb 91 


[Text] Iran is beginning to get impatient. Mr. Velryati, 
who just left Paris this morning, deplored the sho«aess 
taken by the Iraqis to respond to the peace plas. tic. ven 
wondered why the Iraqis were so lazy—those were his 
words—and stressed that they could have transmitted 
iheir response to Moscow via the embassies. Listen to 
what Mr. Velayati said a short while ago: 


[Begin Velayati recording in English with superimposed 
French translation] The Iraqis are lazy. They do not have 
either a very vapid or very clear response to Mr. Gor- 
bachev's plan because according to what we had under- 
stood, Mr. Gorbachev asked them to give their reply to 
Moscow's embassy in Baghdad: but now once again a 
delegation « going to have to take a message from 
Baghdad t© Moscow with all the difficulties that this 
involves, setting off again for Moscow. We think that, 
indirectly at least, they are wasting time. Maybe the 
Iraqis’ response is not the one Mr. Gorbachev is 
expecting. [end recording] 


Paris Skeptical of Peace Plan Chances of Success 


LD2102150991 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1400 GMT 21 Feb 91 


[Excerpt] While Moscow is awaiting the Iraqi foreign 
minister bearing Saddam Husayn’s answer to the Soviet 
peace plan, Radio Baghdad has announced just now that 
the Iraqi president will make an important speech to the 
armed forces, the Arab nation, and worldwide Muslims 
this evening. The speech will be broadcast on Iraqi 
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broadcasting waves, may coincide with the Gorbachev- 
‘Aziz meeting, and should take place between 1800 and 
1900 hours French time [1700 to 1800 GMT]. In any 
case, the Iraqi Icader has already made his decision 
regarding this peace plan and it is Tariq ‘Aziz who will 
make the trip—currently on his way to Moscow with a 
planned stopover in Tehran, equally interested in 
knowing the Iraqi leader's answer. 


There is currently speculation in all quarters over the 
chances of success of the Soviet peace plan. Paris is 
skeptical. Iraq will not accept an immediate withdrawal 
from Kuwait, without procrastinations and strictly in 
accordance with the UN resolutions, said the Foreign 
Ministry spokesman. The Iranian foreign minister on a 
visit to Paris thinks chances are dwindling. Iraq 1s trying 
to gain time in any way possible, particularly by sending 
Tariq "Aziz to Moscow. Going through the embassy 
channel would have been quicker, he said. [passage 
omitted] 


Spokesman: Saddam Responsible for Further War 
AU2102214391 Paris AFP in English 20853 GMT 
21 Feb 9i 


[Text] Paris, Feb 21 (AFP)}—iraqi President Saddam 
Husayn must take responsibility for the continuation of 
the Gulf war until Kuwait its liberated, presidential 
spokesman Hubert Vedrine said in the first official 
French reaction to the Iraqi president's speech 
Thursday. 


Mr. Husayn vowed earlier Thursday on Iraqi radio to 
pursue the struggle, saying Iraq's diplomatic efforts to 
end the Gulf war had failed to neutralize “the aggression 
unleashed against us.” 


He said he was confident of final victory over the might 
of the allied forces poised for a land war to push his 
troops out of Kuwait. 


“Once again Mr. Saddam Husayn refuses to apply U.N. 
Security Council resolutions which oblige him to free 
Kuwait immediately and unconditionally.” said Mr. 
Vedrine. “In acting as he is, he is exposing his own 
people and is responsible for the continuation of the war 
until the liberation of Kuwait.” 


Mr. Vedrine was speaking shortly after a datly meeting of 
France's defence council, chaired by President Francors 
Mitterrand, who shortly afterwards conferred by tele- 
phone with U.S. President George Bush. 


The French spokesman made no reference to an 
upcoming meeting in Moscow between Sovict President 
Mikhail Gorbachev and Iraqi Foreign Minister Tariq 
‘Aziz, who was due to deliver Baghdad's response to a 
Soviet peace plan. 


Meanwhile in Madrid, where he has been atiending a 
meeting of the Council of Europe, Soviet Foreign Min- 
ister Alexandr Bessmerinykh said he wanted to “obtain 
(from Iraq) a siraight reply to a straight question.” He 

















FBIS-WEL-91-0% 
22 February 1991 


said if was important to conclude a mecting Friday 
morning in Moscow with the Iraqi foreign minister to get 
Iraq's reply to the Soviet peace plan. 

The Soviet minister added however that he thought it 
would be “virtually impossible to secure a political 
solution if the land offensive comes before the Iraqi reply 
in Moscow.” 


Mitterrand Confers With Domestic, Foreign Leaders 


Meets With Politicians 


LD2102144591 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1000 GMT 21 Feb 91 


[Text] French President Francois Misterrand will receive 
nine political leaders from the majority and the opposi- 
tion today and tomorrow. The president will receive 
Senate Speaker Alain Poher this afternoon, and 45 
minutes later he will meet National Assembly Speaker 
Laurent Fabius. He will discuss the Gulf situation with 
them. According to Elysee Spokesman Hubert Vedrine. 
the head of state, who received former President Valery 
Giscard d’Estaing yesterday evening, will hold talks with 
Raymond Barre at 1700. 


President Mitterrand spoke on the telephone this 
morning with Mikhail Gorbachev. 


Political Leaders Discuss Gulf 


LD2102202891 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1800 GMT 21 Feb 91 


[Excerpt] It was to discuss the Gulf issue that President 
Mitterrand invited many political personalities to the 
Elysee. Yesterday it was Giscard, tomorrow will be 
Pierre Mauroy, Simone Veil, Jacques Chirac, Goerges 
Today, the head of state received in succession Alain 
Poher, Laurent Fabius, and then Raymond Barre. The 
events of the day were followed for our benefit by 
(Gerome d'Orville) from the Elysee: 


[D’Orville] tn inviting the main political leaders to the 
Elysee, Francois Mitterrand wanted to make sure that 
national cohesion is as strong as ever when we may be 
only a few hours away from the ground offensive. An 
identical consultation took place last September, shortly 
before the start of the Daguet operation, that is the 
sending of French soldiers to the Gulf. 


The Elysee meetius confirm, should there be any need, 
the feeling of havixg reached a historic turning point in 
the crisis, dramz tic circumstances which should entail 
even stronger support for the French soldiers engaged 
against the Iraqi troops. At least that is what Valery 
Giscard d’Estaing, wished last night, he was the first to 
be received by Francois Mitterrand. It is also the senti- 
ment expressed by Laurent Fabius this afternoon: The 
president of the National Assembly listened to Saddam 
Husayn'’s speech in the office of the head of state. 
Laurent Fabius makes a pessimistic analysis of it: 
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[Begin Fabius recording] The speech | heard seems to be 
one of rejection and, we might say, a suicide speech. 
Should that be the case, we shall have to close ranks 
around our soldiers. We shall, however, see what the 
Russians will be told because no hint was made of it. For 
the moment it ali seems at a dead end. [end recording] 


[passage omitted] 


Bush, Gorbachev Consulted 


LD2102223791 Paris Domestic Service in French 
2130 GMT 21 Feb 9 


[Text] Francois Mitterrand this evening had a telephone 
conversation with U.S. President George Bush. This 
morning the head of state had another iclephone conver- 
sation with the Soviet leader, Mikhail Gorbachev. 


Elysee spokesman Hubert Vedrine this evening stated 
France's official stand: Once more Saddam Husayn has 
refused to implement the UN Security Council resolu- 
tions and thus assumes responsibility for the continua- 
tion of the war until the liberation of Kuwait. 


Dumas Says Paris ‘Sicdying’ Soviet Peace Plan 
AU 2202072891 Paris AFP in English 0713 GMT 
22 Feb 91 


[Text] Paris, Feb 22 (AFP)}—France said on Friday that 
the way opened up by the Sovict peace plan for the Gulf 
“may lead to a peaceful solution”. 


French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas said in a com- 
munique that Paris “is studying™ the eight points of the 
Soviet plan and that Iraq's acceptance of it “constitutes 
a step in the right direction”. 


The communique said however that “several deter- 
mining points r main imprecise”, notably on the evacu- 
ation of Kuwait and the “validity” of United Nations’ 
Security Council resolutions. 


Further on Dumas Statement 


NC2202072691 Paris AFP in English 0716 GMT 
22 Feb 91 


[Text] Paris, Feb 22 (AFP)}—France said on Friday that 
the way opened up by the Soviet peace plan for the Gulf 
“may lead to a peaceful solution”. 


French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas said in a com- 
munique that Paris “is studying” the cight points of the 
Soviet plan and that Iraq's acceptance of it “constitutes 
a step in the right direction”. 


The communique said however that “several deter- 
Mining points remain imprecise”, notably on the evacu- 
ation of Kuwait and the “validity” of United Nations’ 
Security Council resolutions. 
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Dumas: ‘Little Time Left’ 
LD2202111191 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1000 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Kemarks by Foreign Minister Roland Dumas in reac- 
tion to Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev's Persian 
Gulf peace plan; place, date not given—recorded] 
[Text] We have to take Iraq's word for it now. Last night 
the Iraqis accepted withdrawing from Kuwait, which 
remains our obyective—cven if there 1s a reason for us to 
wonder about the differing significance and tone of the 
speeches we heard—those of Mr. Saddam Husayn and of 
Mr. Tariq ‘Aziz. We only know of ‘Aziz’s comments 
through Soviet authorities. 


What do we have to say? Firsi—there 1s little time left. 
Little time to be useful and decide, once and for all. As 
far as we are concerned we are doing that in total 
coordination with our allies, with whom | consulted 
throughout the night. Let us say first that in the present 
situation, nothing must be changed with regard to the 
operations on the spot—in other words in Saudi Arabia. 
Diplomatic actions should continue, but it must not 
replace military action. They complement cach other. 


It 1s up to Iraq to take the last steps, the nature of which 
will lead us to a true peace. For Mr. Saddam Husayn. the 
time for cunning is now gone. 


Iraq Must Make ‘Last Move" 
AU2202130091 Paris AFP in English 1236 GMT 
22 Feb 91 


[Text] Paris, Feb 22 (AFP)}—France on Friday welcomed 
Iraq's acceptance of the Soviet peace plan for the Gulf 
but said the time for “rusing™ was over and it was up to 
iraq to make the decisive “last move™ to clinch the 


peace. 


Foreign Minister Roland Dumas said the allies “must 
take the Iraqis at their word” but he added: “It is up to 
Iraq to make the last move to bring us to real peace.” 
Until this happened, “nothing should be changed in the 
(military) deployment on the ground”, said Mr. Dumas 
after a meeting with his Jordanian counterpart Tahir 
al-Masri. Mr. Dumas said that as far as France was 
concerned, “the goal is the withdrawal from Kuwait.” 
He said “diplomacy should continue but not replace” 
action on the battlefield. “The two are complementary.” 
he said. “There isn't much time left for useful manoeu- 
vring before the final decision.... the time for rusing is 
over,” he warned. 


Mr. Dumas said France wanted several “improvements” 
to the Soviet plan with regard to the start of the Iraqi 
withdrawal and its completion. He said the withdrawal 
had to be “immediate and not take more than a few 
days”. “Everything must be done to avoid giving 
Saddam Husayn the time and possibility to reorganise 
his forces,” Mr. Dumas said. 
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Earlier Mr. Dumas said in a communique that the Seviet 
plan might lead to the “peaceful settlement which France 
has always sought™ to the Gulf crisis and he said Iraq's 
acceptance of the plan “constitutes a step in the nght 
direction”. 

However the communique said that “several key points 
remain imprecise”, notably on the evacuation of Kuwait 
“which cannot be deferred” and the “validity” of United 
Nations’ Security Council Resolutions. 


Mr. al-Masri said after meeting Mr. Dumas that Jordan 
believed the Soviet plan deserved to be “supported and 
implemented™. He said he could not see any “condi- 
tions” in the plan. “The main idea ts the withdrawal and 
that is stated very clearly,” he said. 


Mr. Dumas, in an interview with Europe-! radio, said 
that he “was not aware for the moment” of divergences 
among the coalition allies on the Soviet plan. Mr. Dumas 
said that after three conversations during Thursday night 
with Secretary of State James Baker, he could already say 
that the position of the United States “is not very 
different from the French position” with regard to a 
ceasefire, the time given Irag to withdraw and U.N. 
resolutions. 


Mr. Dumas was to take part Friday in a mecting of 
defence and foreign ministers from the nine members of 
the Western European Union which groups a\l members 
of the European Community with the exception of 
Denmark, Ireland and Greece. 


Dumas on Gulf War, Franco-Maghreb Relations 


PM2102122091 Casablanca LE MATIN DU SAHARA 
in French 18 Feb 91 p § 


[MAP Paris correspondent Chakib Laroussi report: “It Is 
Very Important That Iraq Has Recognized Resolution 
660"} 

[Text] The diplomatic initiatives aimed at achieving 
peace must be continued and stepped up. We must never 
despair, French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas said in 
Paris on Friday [15 February] when he received 
Maghreb journalists, including the MAP representative, 
in his Quai d’Orsay offices. 


“It is very important that Iraq has recognized a UN 
resolution for the first time. But while referring to 
Resolution 660, Saddam Husayn accompanied his state- 
ment with many conditions which negate its content. 
That is why the president of the republic had to point out 
that at the present stage the Iraqi declaration cannot be 
accepted.” 


The French minister of state, who recently visited 
Moscow, still has some hope, however small, about the 
results of contacts with the Soviets. “We will see what 
Tariq ‘Aziz says in Moscow.” he said. 


“If Mr. Saddam Husayn accepted the provisions of the 
French peace plan (unveiled at the United Nations on 24 
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September—LE MATIN DU SAHARA ET DU 
MAGHREB editor's note) which makes provision for 
Statements and methods of implementing them, that 
would change the nature of the conflict. or at least would 
prompt deliberations which would change the nature of 
the conflict,” Mr. Dumas said. 


Reassuring the Maghreb Partners 

Throughout the interview, Mr. Dumas was anxious to 
reassure the Maghreb partners and deny that France is a 
“warlike nation.” 

“France fully understands the feeling of injustice and 
indignation which results from the comparison which 
public opinion in the Arab countries makes between this 
situation between Iraq and the coalition, and other 
situations which are persisting in the region. 

“This war,” the French foreign minister said, “will at 
least have the merit of making the international commu- 
nity understand that this situation cannot last, and 
France is therefore expected to use all its influence in the 
international organizations to ensure that justice 1s done 
to all.” 

“We must launch the mechanism that will make it 
possible to implement all the UN resolutions as soon as 
possible,” Mr. Dumas said, “the international confer- 
ence has chances of succeeding and any peace initiative 
will have to include prospects for all the region's con- 
flicts in some form or another,” he added. 


“France is prepared to contribute to the holding of an 
international conference, it is prepared to propose that it 
be held in Paris, if necessary,” he stressed, but, according 
to him, “that only has a chance of succeeding when we 
have solved the Kuwait problem. We can then be more 
demanding on our other partners.” 


Questioned on the closed session of the UN Security 
Council at the initiative of the five Arab Maghreb Union 
[UMA] countries, Mr. Dumas replied that Paris is doing 
“all that can be done within the UN framework.” 


The Security Council Alone Will Say What the Law Is 


With regard to the new world strategic situation, confer- 
ring on the United States a role of superpower acting as 
international policeman without any counterbalance in 
the East and with a homongencous Europe, the French 
minister said: “No country, however powerful, can 
decide world affairs. It is up to the international com- 
munity, through the UN Security Council, to say what 
the law is and to ensure that it is respected.” 


According to the French foreign minister “it will be up to 
the United Nations to take control of the situation once 
the Gulf war is over. The president of the republic stated 
that recently.” 


“For the time being, the situation is that the United 
Nations has adopted a resolution that enables nations to 
intervene in the Gulf War, which is not conducted by the 
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United Nations, unlike what happened in Korea. It is 
Clear to us that once that task has been accomplished—a 
task requested and willed by the United Nations—xit 1s 
the international community—through the Security 
Council, and more especially through the five permanent 
members—that must take control of world affairs.” he 
stressed. 


“France will make its voice heard. I hope that i will be 
heeded enough for the world to benefit. Above all, 1 hope 
that 1 will be supported.” Mr. Dumas said. 


Preferential Ties 


Questioned on the Baghdad shelter affair, Mr. Dumas 
“profoundly the civilian casualties—children. 
women, and old people killed by the bombs. If the 
inquiry reveals that it was a “deliberate bombing of 
civilian populations, it deserves condemnation and pun- 
ishment.” he said, asserting that France “is trying to 
ensure that such a disaster is not repeated.” 


Aware of the anxieties and upheavals in the Arab world. 
the minister of state said that France wants to do 
everything to ensure that “anxieties do not undermine 
the profound relations that exist between the Arab 
community in the world, particularly the Maghreb, and 
France. 


“Of all the Western countries.” Mr. Dumas said. 
“France is closest 0 the Maghreb countries. If those 
populations want to convey a message to the West, if the 
Maghreb countries address themselves primarily to 
France, it is because of all the Western countries, France 
is the closest to them.” 


With regard to the repercussions of the war and the 
embargo on fragile sectors in some countries, Mr. Dumas 
said he the EEC to extend the debate on the 
circle of countries suffering as a result of the Gulf crisis 
and the embargo. “France will continue to argue the 
case,” he added, “while also secking solutions in the 
framework of bilateral relations.” Mr. Dumas referred in 
particular to the drafting of numerous plans to revive 
cooperation with the five UMA members, and prepara- 
tions for their mecting with the four Mediterranean 
European countries (France, Italy, Spain, Portugal). 


“Those four countries have a determination to pursuc 
that policy.” Mr. Roland Dumas said. “With regard to 
the UMA, it is up to us to verify the intensity of the 
desire to participate in the conference, and it is not casy 
to do. There are too many conflicting interests, but | 
think it 1s a good path to follow and must be explored. It 
would be a mistake to try to resolve everything at the 
same time. The conference on security in the Mediterra- 
nean can, | think, be a good tool to make progress in that 


region.” 
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“We note,” he said, “that so far things have gonc well 
and although the populations in one or other of your 


“I thank the authorities in your countries for ensuring 
the safety of our nationals. 


“In the same way, the Muslim community is welcome in 
France. It is showing a great sense of responsibility. 
President Mitterrand is anxious to ensure that we give 
daily instructions to the local authorities to ensure that 
the Muslim community not only feels safe. but feels at 
home in our country and carrics on with its activities 
normally. We value the presence of that community in 
our country, which is not only useful in our economic 
development, but also in our cultural excha-ges. We 
appreciate that the community has behaved responsibly 
during the current events and that, while having legiti- 
mate feelings, it has refrained from displaying them 
publicly and giving way to provocations. The message | 
send them 15 a message of friendship. understanding. and 
satisfaction.” 


Marine Reinforcements Arrive in Saudi Arabia 


LD2102174291 Paris Antenne-2 Television 
Network in French 1200 GMT 21 Feb 91 


[Excerpts] French troop reinforcements are arriving: 700 
men of the Marine Infantry Regiment from Vannes have 
arrived in Yanbu in Saudi Arabia. Here is Nicholas 
Jacobs: 


Jacobs] [Passage omitted) Along the quay, the 700 men 

the second Marine Infantry Regiment are setting 
foot on Saudi ground. Coming originally from Vannes, 
they arrived happy from Toulon after a 7~<day journey. 
[passage omitted] 


The three companies of the second marine regiment will 
have the mission of ensuring security in the rear, in the 
second lines, protecting sensitive zones and communica- 
tions, as well as guarding possible prisoners. They imme- 
diately left in the direction of the war zone on board their 
armored vehicles and trucks. 
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Military Confirms Capturing Two Iraqi Deserters 
LD2102141991 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1100 GMT 21 Feb 91 


situated behind the Daguct forces and just next 
of General Janvier where the divisional 
currently being ques- 


Minister Says Economy Can Endure Current Shocks 
22 Feb 91 


war and recession in the United States, Finance Minister 
Pierre said. While admitting that the coun- 
trys growth rate had slowed, he noted that it remained 
positive, which was not the vase in some other Western 
countries. 


“It 1s clear that the slowdown predated the Gulf crisis,” 
but it 1s equally clear that “the Gulf crisis caused a kind 
of wait-and-see attitude™ on the part of many business 
leaders. 


Mr. Beregovoy, speaking on Thursday on Radio France 
International, warned against the tendency of some 
consumers and investors to “give in to a climate of fear”. 


The minister said he had no new information on a 
possible need for extra tax revenue to pay for the Gulf 
war, and noted that the government had outlined 
plans to cut 12 billion francs (2.4 billion ) from 
spending this year. 

Mr. Beregovoy renewed an earlier appeal to business 
leaders not to defer investment spending. “Postponing 
the modernisation of one’s company means on 
oneself of the means to be present on the French 
international markets in a few months’ time,” he said. 
Earlier this month, Prime Minister Michel Rocard said 
that the French economy was set to grow by slightly over 
two per cent in 1991. 
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Italy 
Reportage on Reaction to Gorbachev Peace Plan 


Andreotti: Generally Positive 
AU 2762100791 Paris AFP in English 0951 GMT 
2 heb 9i 


[Text] Rome, Feb 22 (AFP)}—Italy’s Prime Minister 
Gwho Andreotti said the Sovict plan was “generally 
positive” though several pomts needed to be “fine- 
tuned™ before a final judgement could be made. He said 
he hoped “cach poit can be clarified in a sure and 
accepiable way so as to call off the ground offensive and 
c 4 the war as soon as possibie™. 


Italy, a coalition member, had already described the 
proposals as “positive” before they were revealed. 


Political Groups Divided 
AU2102155991 Rome ANSA in English 1247 GMT 
21 Feb 91 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, February 21—A government 
motion supporting “all diplomatic efforts” to halt the 
Gulf war was approved by the Italian Senate amid a 
polemical debate with Republicans abstaining in the 
final vote. 

The motion made no specific mention of the Gulf peace 
plan presented February 18 by Sovict President Mikhail 
Gorbachev which received the support of the Italian 
Cabinet in a meeting Wednesday morning. 


In a heated debate before the motion and the decree were 
approved, Libero Gualtiero, chief whip for the Repub- 
lican Party which is a minor clement in Italy's ruling 
five-party government, harshly criticised Foreign Under- 
secretary Claudio Vitalone for failing to forge an accord 
between coalitien parties on the issue. 

The Republicans and the major opposition Democratic 
Left Party presented their own motions on the Gulf 
situation. 

In Wednesday night's late session, the Senate also 
approved a decree refunding Italy's Gulf contingent, 
which consists of ten Tornado fighter bombers, five navy 
vessels, and some | 500 forces personnel. 

Discussing the senate vote in a radio interview Thursday 
morning, Republican Party Secretary Gitrio la Malfa 
said “the reason why the Republicans distanced them- 
selves from the document...was because it could 
encourage Iraq to hold out, to stay in Kuwait, and to 
continue this war.” 


“lt 2 badly-drawn-up document,” he went on, 
“because (Iraqi leader) Saddam Husayn over the past 
months has constantly iried to divide the allies. Yes- 
terday, with that document—in which, in a certain sense. 
Gorbachev was said to be right and the British. French, 
Americans and the great Arab countries, which have 
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described the Gorbachev plan as unacceptable to be 
wrong—there was a risk of encouraging Iraq, of sending 
Saddam Husayn a signal of division within the allied 
camp, which 1s the biggest mistake we can make~ 


The Gulf peace plan presenied by Sowiet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev to Iraq: Foreign Minister Tang 
“Azz February 18 has provoked skepticism im Wash- 
imgton, London and Paris. but the Italian Cabinct, in a 
mecting Wednesday morning. welcomed the plan. saying 
that « shared much common ground with Unied 
Nations resolutions calling for an Iraq: withdrawal from 
Kuwait. No official Iraqi response has yet rcached 
Moscow 


Socialist Party checf Bettino Craxi, on a speech Thursday 
morning to his party cxecutive, criticised what he 
described as an Italian habu of splitting down pro- 
(7Islam) and pro-Soviect lines. 


PLO Rome Representative on Italian Gulf Stance 


AU2102135391 Rome ANSA in English 1218 GMT 
21 Feb 91 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, February 2!1—-Italy’s support for 
the Gorbachev Gulf peace plan shows the United States 
that not all the allies are prepared to toe the American 
line, according to the Rome Palestine Liberation Organ- 
sation representative. 

In an interview on Italian radio, PLO representative 
Nimr Hammad said “the position of the Italian Govern- 
ment on the Gorbachev plan is of key importance, 
because the Americans must be made aware that not all 
the alles are prepared to follow them in every decision.” 


In a cabinet meeting Wednesday, the government gave 
its support to the peace plan presented February 18 by 
Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev to Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tariq ‘Aziz. An official response from Baghdad 
has not yet been received, but U.S. President George 
Bush has already said that the proposals “fall well short” 
of American expectations. 


Voicing certainty that Iraq's reply will arrive in Moscow 
“in the next few hours.” Hammad underscored the 
importance of an Iraqi acceptance of the plan, saying 
“both the communique from the (ruling) revolutionary 
command council [RCC] and declarations from the Iraqi 
ambassador to the United Nations...show that the cli- 
mate in Iraq is in favour of a withdrawal from Kuwait 
and respect for UN resolution 669." 


In a communique February 15, the RCC said ut accepted 
resolution 660, which calls for a full and unconditronal 
withdrawal of Iraqi forces from Kuwait, but added a list 
of conditions, which Iraq's UN ambassador subse- 
quently defined as issues for discussion, rather than 
conditions. 


“It is clear,” Hammad told the radio, “that there is (" a 
debate) in Iraq because there % a huge difference 
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De Michelis Discusses Postwar Settlement Ideas 


91P202204 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in hialian 
17-18 Feb 91 pp &9 


ee ae ae ae 
Fabiani and Aodrea Tarquini in Rome. daic 
not given: “The Postwar Is the Truc Challenge: De 


Michelis and the Crisis in the Gulf”) 
[Text] On the eve of his trip to Moscow, Foreign Min- 
ster Gianni De Michelis discussed the for the 


postwar settlement in the Gulf and the Middie East with 


European Community and of Italy—strive now to work 
for stability in the Gulf and the Middle East when this 
conflict 1s concluded—whether with good or bad results. 


evident, something which should perhaps receive greater 
attention: and that is the fact that the need to settle 
relationships in the Middle East and in the Mediterra- 
nean—between this Islamic-Arab world and the Western 
and European world—was already on the agenda before 
the conflict and the crisis. It was one of the features of 
the Italian position, even though, naturally, we had 
posed the problem far in advance with complete indif- 
ference. That is, all the problems we are working on now, 
beginning with our proposal for a conference on security 
and cooperation in the Mediterranean (CSCM), to the 
idea cooperation, Italy—not just Italy 
alone, but for the most part—put all these proposals on 
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was 
between North and South. Not between generic North 
and South, but between a series of concrete Norths and 
Souths, the first of which was inevitably the Middle 
East-Mediterrancan area. hence, the relationship 
between the islamic world and Europe. Thus, was 
necessary, on the one hand, to try to defuse the reasons 
for nsion, and on the other to promote mechanisms for 
cooperation. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] Minister. why are you going so far 
back to talk about the future? 


[De Michelss}] Because, in my opinion, Saddam Husayn’s 
real game. the real reason it became inevitable to go to 
war and why we must now unavoidably win the war. is 
that Saddam Husayn had the same thougl. 5 we did plus 
a few others, ard he acted exactly on the same basis, even 
if, obviously, with a wholly opposite logic. Saddam 
Husayn is neither mad nor irrational, and on 2 August he 
moved according to very precise calculations which were 
paralic! and opposed to ours. The calculation was that 
that was the momeni tc exploit the objective situation of 
imbalance between the old order, which no longer 
existed, and a new order, which was not yet born, so as to 
establish some new rules in the North-South relation- 
ship. 


What are the new rules Saddam Husayn sought to 
establish> first, that the countries of the South, out of 
balance with those of the North, in order to resolve the 
issues the North does not want to resolve, have the right 
to arm themselves and to arm themselves to the highest 
level, as the North has done. Therefore, because you 
have the atomic bomb, why should | not have it, too.” 
Second, that the countries of the South—as those of the 
North did at one trme—have the right to try to organize 
situations in their regions and [do it] on the basis of 
power relationships and rules of the game. Third, one 
must keep in mind that the old bipolar order had 
disappeared, [the one] that permitted you, if you were 
pressured by America, to rely on Russia, and vice versa. 


{LA REPUSBLICA] How does one respond to this 
challenge. how do you build a new international order 
acceptable to beth the southern and the northern parts of 
the world” 


[De Michelis] The challenge, in fact. was and 1s much 
higher than that of simple principles of relations between 
two states. It went wrong for him [Saddam Husayn] 
because a miracle occurred. That is that in mid-Augu:t 
we succeeded in creating that cohesion on the interna- 
tional level around the United Nations which in no way 
could be taken for granted. Today, now that Shevard- 
nadze 1s no longer in office and we see what the situation 
is in the USSR, we are aware of how much of a miracle 
was produced then, of how w. succeeded im seizing a 
fleeting moment that today risks slipping from our grasp. 
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Now, even in Italy many forget it, but in the summer 
there was a whole series of pressures against action by a 
unilateral American force. In the last analysis, one line 
prevailed, the line of unity under the UN mandate. And 
it was due to the choice of that iine—a commitment that 
even the Soviets have to date m7intained—that in the 
end Shevardnadze was forced out. | say this because 
there was a bitter polemic in Italy at the time which said 
that action was legitimate only with the United Nations. 
But that was the point: Miraculously, another logic 
countered that of Saddam Husayn. This, | repeat, is the 
true nature of what is at stake, here is the reason why the 
postwar period and the logic with which it is confronted 
become so important. Here it is not merely a matter of 
patching things, putting another patch on another 
Middle Eastern conflict, as has been attempted repeat- 
edly in the 1950's, 1960"s and 1970's. No, it is an issue of 
trying to give the postcrisis an answer which consolidates 
the miracle of mid-August and shows that not only will 
Saddam Husayn’s logic be defeated militarily but that it 
will be replaced by another logic. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] Whak ideas are under discussion for 
the postcrisis period? 


[De Michelis] Discussions currently underway with the 
Americans pivot on objections to our CSCM proposal 
which they have expressed recently to Petrignani, our 
ambassador in Washington: Yes, they say, a great idea 
but too complicated; we will have few useful weeks: we 
have to patch it, patch it up with a reg.onal security 
system. Everything else is just talk. We will see about it 
later. This 1s their position. | consider it to be restricted, 
not because it takes account only of the interests of some 
Arab countries and of Israel, but because it does not keep 
in mind that we are in 1991, that we have 1989 behind 
us, that we have a gigantic management problem for a 
new phase that is no longer that of before. This is the 
situation: Explaining this to one part of the Americans 
will be very difficult. It will be equally difficult to explain 
it to Israel, to a part of the Arahs and also to a part of 


Europe. 


[LA REPUB3LICA] Minister, would you like to try 
explaining to the readers what it means to succeed in 
applying the CSCM principle? What is the essence of the 


proposal? 


[De Michelis] In the new logic of the world which is no 
longer bipolar (and which, having only one great power. 
must of necessity strengthen the great international insti- 
tutions, starting with the United Nations), the principle 
is that of setting in motion a political-diplomatic process 
which permits, even if gradually, the confronting and 
resolving the various questions on the carpet. Not all, not 
immediately, not all together. Hopefully, in ten years but 
in a global fashion, exactly as CSCE did in Europe. It is 
well known that wren CSCE started between 1972 and 
1975 there was the same skepticism, the same people 
who laughed. They said: What sort of a story is this, 
talking about human rights and signing an agreement 
with Ceausescu. And instead, from then until now, how 
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much has changed in the USSR and in Eastern Europe 
along the tracks of international relations and of respect 
for human rights as defined by the Helsinki Act. And | 
see with pleasure that a consensus is growing in Europe 
around these proposals: Genscher is making a tour of the 
area with ideas that, if not the same, are very similar or 
analogous. The English themselves, also linked to the 
Americans by history, have said that they would not 
oppose it. I believe that this formulation coincides with 
the interests of Europe and of Italy much more than with 
those things I call the patches. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] What are the “patches,” the coun- 
terproposals to CSCM? 


[De Michelis] At the moment, theve are three or four 
proposals. There is the American proposal, in part or 
totally shared by the Gulf States: to try to build an Arab 
security system, backed, however, by the West and the 
Americans. Another approach, different but similar, is 
the Iranian one that does not want the Americans and 
the West, but a security system made up of the powers of 
the region. A system made up above all of Iran, Pakistan, 
Turkey, plus countries of the Gulf, and tomorrow's Iraq. 
Then there was on the carpet—but it seems to me it is 
declining—the idea of the old Baghdad Pact of the 
1950's: In short, a NATO with the Arabs, with an explicit 
American guarantee. Finally, the peace conference 
which, in my opinion, has no chance of being realized. It 
serves only to set our conscence al rest and to say we 
have the Palestinian problem in mind. These proposals 
run the risk G. Seing unworkable or of producing fright- 
ening conflicts: If, for example, a partial agreement were 
reached, some Arab countries would be kept out and one 
would risk erasing the Palestinian problem. Instead, our 
proposal has an advantage, that of immediately giving 
three concrete signals: First, the signal that we are truly 
trying to face up to all the questions of the region: for 
example, economic cooperation, which is strongly felt, 
while the American proposals would leave the Maghreb 
countries out of any new agreement, something that 
would risk creating instability for us or for France. The 
second signal is for the Palestinians, because we are 
thinking of a process that starts immediately, in June, 
with the Palestinians at a table for the first time in 50 
years. The third signal is for Isracl: because we have 
thought about an “entrance ticket” for the conference, 
about a minimum package of principles that everyone 
must accept in order to participate, and the first would 
be the territorial integrity and inviolable boundaries of 
the participating states. It is a principle the Arabs cannot 
deny afier having affirmed it in defense of Kuwait. In 
one blow, that is, Israel would get what it has not had 
since 1948, except with Egypt at Camp David. 


Find 'ntermediate Solutions 


[LA REPUBBLICA] How does a peace conference differ 
from this CSCM that you propose” 


[De Michelis] In the fact that a Helsinki-type conference 
would deal with rules and principles: therefore, it would 
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not directly confront questions but would furnish a 
packet of rules of principles for confronting them. A 
CSCM process should produce specific negotiating 
tables which would take up particular questions. 


[LA REPUBBLICA] And the peace conference, instead? 


[De Michelis] The peace conference has a small defect: to 
be for peace, it must have some opponents. If one of the 
two opponents does not sit down, it does not start. The 
peace conference has been proposed thousands of times 
from 1967 (from the end of the “Six Days War” when 
Is’ xe] defeated the Avab armies and occupied Sinai, the 
Golan, and the West Bank—editor’s note) to today: 
Europe made a solemn proposal! for it in 1980, for eleven 
years now we repropose it every six months, and not 
even the slightest trace of it can be seen. Above all, the 
peace conference needs Israel (until now Israel has 
always opposed it—editor’s note). In short, the CSCM 
process has the advantage of finding intermediate solu- 
tions that you cannot confront with direct, immediate 


negotiations. 


[LA RE“UBBLICA] But what is Europe's real power— 
or what are the cards—to impose or to favor an outcome 
like the one you are outlining? 


[De Michelis}] In my mind, Europe has three principal 
cards in hand. The first is geography, against which, |! 
think, there is ncthing that can be done. The second is 
money. Everyone who confronts this problem with a 
modicum of good faith knows that alongside the military 
questions there is a problem of economic cooperation, 
and that without a European commitment, this is not 
going to be resolved. Rich Arabs and Europeans pull out 
the cash, not the Americans. The third question is also a 
mode of presenting the new world order also to the rest 
of the world. The majority of the Arab and Islamic 
countries do not like the idea of a new planetary order in 
which 100 percent is left to the United States. | do not 
see how even the moderate Arab could accept it. Egyp- 
tian leaders, with whom we have very close relations, 
always tell us that Europe must act in this area. 


[LA REPUBBLICA] But why should Europe, which 
counted for so little from July-August to January, count 
for so much now? 


[De Michelis] Well, Europe has counted for a lot from 2 
August to the end of January. The miracle of the UN 
consensus, and of the Baker-Shevardnadze agreement 
that we spoke of earlier, is in part the child of Europe, of 
European diplomatic action. We Europeans first began 
to count when the situation passed to the force phase, for 
very simple reasons. In this. Europe displays all the 
fragility of its present situation. We are still an economic 
community in which two of the most important coun- 
tries, Italy and Germany, are still defeated powers from 
World War II, with a series of restraints, organizational, 
juridical and so forth. 
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{LA REPUBBLICA] That is to say, Europe wins if it gets 
into the political field. You speak as a dangerous post- 
pacifist. Your slogan is win the war politically after 
having won it militarily...but bow can you win a war 
politically that has a devastating military conclusion for 
one of the belligerents? How do you convince the Arabs 
to accept an argument of this type? 


[De Michelis}] Considering that—whatever anyone may 
say—we have done everything to avoid this conflict, the 
war complicates things enormously because it leaves a 
wound in the Arab world that escapes no one. Mow it ts 
extremely clear—and the pacifists should get this 
through their heads—that the war is continuing only 
because Saddam Husayn is incapable of stopping it and 
has gotten into a tunnel he cannot get out of. The war 
was necessary. Of course, the war will leave big traces, 
but history teaches us that that has never stopped an 
attempt to build something. My fear is that we might not 
succeed, yes indeed, then we would win the war and lose 
the peace. It will be a disaster. Today, Israel's security 1s 
at stake, but tomorrow? Two wecks ago | was in Algiers, 
and | asked myself what would happen if tomorrow, | 
will not say a Saddam Husayn, but a Ben Bella were to 
win democratic elections and install a radical regime, 
which would be followed in the course of a year by 
similar regimes in Morocco and Tunisia. Then tomorrow 
we would have missiles pointed at us—Scuds like those 
fired at Tel Aviv could reach Italian cities. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] War has modified—for the worse 
rather than the better—many aspects of the Israeli- 
Palestinian problem which public opinion perceives as 
the most urgent. The theme of the destruction of Israel 
has reared its head again, which justifies the negative 
Israeli attitude. The use of missiles demonstrates that 
security through widened borders—as Israel has done up 
to now—is precarious and partial. Finally, the Arab 
states are divided; also, those like Syria, who are tradi- 
tionally among the most hostile to Israel, are in the 
coalition. In this context, what indications are coming 
from Israel on your proposal? 


[De Michelis] It is true that the war has modified many 
elements of the situation, but in both senses. Israel gains 
a sort of political advaniage for how it has behaved 
because it has demonstrated that the threat exists; that 
threat is composed of missiles that come down on their 
heads. The PLO has been deprived of credibility, and the 
Israelis can say they had told us for years what the PLO 
was. But it is also true that the security of Israel has been 
guaranteed by the deployment of the forces of the 
international coalition. Those Israclis of the more intel- 
ligent rightwing admit that their security 1s no longer a 
fact of a 100 kilometers around Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, 
but is a much greater problem, and if they want to 
guarantee the security of their children and grandcb..- 
dren, the road they have followed for 40 years is “ot 
useful any more and tomorrow another Saddam 
Husayn—perhaps Iran—may crop up. My opinion ts 
that so long as there is a war, it seems to provide these 
advantages. But the day after the end of the war. the 
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argument will prevail that one must get moving, and the 
Shamir line will be weakened. In this sense, the clash in 
the government, in the mght and not with the Labor 
minority, 1s an extremely clear indicator. Th:.s, the only 
road is that of CSCM. The day that Israel accepts a 
Palestinian delegation at that table, that same delegation 
can serve for many purposes. It is not necessarily true 
that it should be only a discussion on rules and princi- 
ples. With that delegation, and the Israeli one in neigh- 
boring rooms, it can be useful to discuss other things. | 
am trying to retrieve the maximum of the Shamir plan. 
The advantage of the CSCM approach is that it should 
create the climate and the context for drawing the parties 
together, rendering the route acceptable to the Israelis. 
The greatest danger that | see is a void of political 
initiatives following the victory. The Algerian foreign 
minister told me: You will win the war and a minute 
later | will ask the United Nations for an embargo 
against Israel. Israel must understand this. | will also go 
to the United States to talk to the American Jewish 
organizations. | think that—especially vith the conserva- 
tive ones—these arguments can be accepted. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] Where is the USSR lining up in all 
this? 


[De Michelis}] | would have answered with certainty in 
December, that is, as long as Shevardnadze was there. | 
would have said the USSR is at our side. Now I do not 
know how to answer. Certainly, since Shevardnadze's 
resignation (or dismissal), the pro-Iraqi party 1s growing 
in the USSR. It is a party that very much likes Saddam 
Husayn’s philosophy of a new international order. That 
1s, everyone likes it who prefers a multipolar outlook, 
given that the USSR can no longer be a superpower. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] And the United States? On the one 
hand, a big topic in Washington is whether the war can 
be considered finished with Kuwait liberated but 
Saddam still in power. On the other hand, after the war 
America can respond to peace initiatives saying that in 
reality only those who committed themselves to the war 
and suffered human losses count in the peace. 


[De Michelis}] On the one hand, it must be said emphat- 
ically that the coalition is moving in what must remain 
the goal of the UN mandate, and therefore if by chance 
in liberating Kuwait we still have Saddam Husayn in 
Baghdad, we will have to keep him. That must be said 
with great clarity, otherwise we would create the prin- 
ciple of organizing coalitions to do away with all the 
world’s dictators. Naturally, it has to be said that without 
Saddam Husayn it will be much easier to organize the 
posicrisis period. On the second question, on the one 
hand, it is true that in these matters you also count on the 
base of the responsibility that you assume and the price 
that you are willing to pay. It 1s a given historic and 
objective fact. Therefore, | have defended the policy 
which Italy has followed, thinking particularly that Italy 
and Europe can play an important, constructive role 
with the postwar settlement. Had we chosen another 
avenue, had the pacifist thesis won out, we would not 
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have a voice. | understand public opinion, | prepare 
myself for the collision which will come in these next 
weeks when there will be more dead. In a debate in 
Brussels months ago. the American ministers threw in 
our face the theme of “blood sharing.” of the “sharing of 
responsibility based on bloodshed.” We will reject this 
argument, but Europe can be helped above all by the fact 
thal in the postcrisis it will count more in the politics of 
weapons, and the Americans themselves will realize that 
arms do not suffice. That said. there is a discussion of the 
future of the EC and of its members relative to defense. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] Is 11 possible to lean on the Amer- 
icans to get them to speed up the course of the war, to 
reduce the risk of an Israeli intervention, and a crum- 
bling of the coalition” 


[De Michelis] It is very difficult to answer a question of 
this type. There are also questions on which it ts very 
difficult to draw a line. Is it right to think about saving 
civilian lives and then jeopardize the lives of tens of 
thousands of soldiers? One hope lies in the signals that 
are coming from Iraq right now, of growing desertions, of 
the shooting of soldiers who want to desert, of an 
attempted attack on the palace. The hope is that a bloody 
war that would cost thousands of coalition soldiers and 
tens of thousands of Iraqi deaths will not be necessary. 
We are moving a lot: it is not true that we are sitting still. 


[LA REPUBBLICA] Comment for us on some objec- 
tions. The first: Is this CSCM construction not too 
baroque’ The second: In CSCM there is discussion of 
principles, of general rules, and under this big umbrella 
some small and more concrete ones should open: the 
economic one, the Israeli-Palestinian one, and eventu- 
ally one on Lebanon, etc. But could these little umbrellas 
open directly without the large one? If they do not open, 
then effectiveness of the big one becomes a dead issue. 
The thesis being backed by Israel and, | believe, that 
which the United States pays greatest heed to, 1s a series 
of Camp Davids, of separate peace agreements with 
neighboring countries. This does not resolve all the 
problems, does it? It does not include the Maghreb 
states, right? But Israel does not care about the Maghreb, 
so why should Israel take on our problems but not its 
own”? 


[De Michelis} True, these are called the patch solutions. 
They are possible. | would make some counterobjec- 
tions: The first is that CSCM can also work with some 
states absent from it: also, let us say, even if Libya refuses 
to participate. The second: Let us assume that CSCM has 
ideas that are less useful, that June, July, August, Sep- 
tember go by and nothing happens, then the problem 
would be one of making something happen. The most 
terrible thing would be a complete void. The third 
question: You talk a lot about Israel, but what about 
Egypt? Who will dictate the conditions later, which 
governments will be heeded by the other Arab countries? 
In short, at the heart of the issue is the question of 
whether we are convinced or not that we are able to find 
a minimum of stable conditions in the region, without 
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mentioning that the Palestinian problem can be 
resolved. Some people are convinced of it, some think 
that—as Israel says—the Palestinians can wind up like 
the Kurds, divided between several countries and 
without a homeland. If this happens, then I am wrong, 
and everything will be resolved. But I think Israel is 
wrong and the Palestinian problem, right or wrong, has 
become for most of the Arab world a question and the 
true legacy that Saddam Husayn will leave us. Let me 
dwell on this briefly, then, on the need for Italy to reflect 
on Europe's roles and interests, not merely in ethical 
terms, etc. Because Israel's needs will count, but so will 
ours. Perhaps the idea of missiles aimed from the 
Maghreb against us seems like political fantasy, but 
remember Lampedusa. If Qadhafi had had Scuds with a 
600 kilometer range, he could have played a few more 
tricks on us. And perhaps he does not care at all about 
Israel, but I think Italy is of some importance to him. 
This is the point. Beyond that, | am less worried about 
whether CSCM is baroque or not. The same objections 
were heard against the Helsinki conference, but people 
like Havel and Sakarov are the offspring of that agree- 
ment. 


[LA REPUBBLICA] However, we cannot consider a 
solution that would punish Israel. 


[De Michelis] But who is punishing Isracl? You cannot 
say that to me; I have never seen Arafat; | have made a 
great effort to deal with Israel. Remember that, among 
other things, | belong to a party which has relations with 
the PLO, and the positions that we have assumed toward 
the PLO are not the traditional Italian positions. But | 
am telling you how far | can go toward Israel, so long as 
Israel does not assume an attitude that would deny me 
the possibility of reaching a solution. At that point, | am 
not going to bother with Israel. 


[LA REPUBBLICA] What possibilities are there that the 
war may not expand? And that Iraq may have small 
atomic bombs, atomic mines or “dirty atomic weapons” 
and that it might use them”? 
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[De Michelis] | will answer the second question first. We 
have no information. We, too, have heard rumors to that 
effect, and in principle it is not to be excluded. But the 
so-called atomic mine is madness, because it can only be 
placed to kill all of ones own soldiers or Kuvaiti civil- 
ians. | would really like to think of this as something 
beyond reality, while I do not for a moment exclude that 
chemical weapons could be used in the territory. As to 
possible future protagonists of the war, what does broad- 
ening of the conflict mean? That was Saddam Husayn’s 
initial attempt, and it failed. I exclude that Israel! will 
enter the war. It might react to the nth missile, but I 
believe there is a sort of understanding that this will not 
be considered a broadening of the war. It seems to me 
that Turkey may be in a substantially analogous situa- 
tion. President Ozal also said as much to me: If they fire 
a missile, I will respond with a missile. To drag Turkey 
in, Saddam Husayn would have to invade the country, 
and this seems to be beyond a real possibility. And it 
seems to me that Iran will not budge an inch from its 
neutral position. The only broadening possible is Jordan, 
if it is invaded by Iraq. But be careful. All the news that 
reaches us from the Arab world worries me very much 
for what will happen after, not during, the war. No, in 
conclusion, expansion of the conflict seems unlikely to 
me. 


Vatican City 


Pope Expresses Support for Soviet Peace Plan 


AU2102145791 Paris AFP in English 1312 GMT 
21 Feb 91 


[Text] Vatican City, Feb 21 (AFP)}—Pope John Paul Il 
said on Thursday he supported the Soviet peace plan for 
the Gulf war. 


He was given details of it by the Soviet representative at 
the Vatican, and “approved” of it, a spokesman said. 


“The Vatican has always encouraged efforts to end this 
painful conflict, through a reasonable and dignified 
solution” the spokesman said. 
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Pinheiro: Saddam's Speech ‘Historic Mistake’ 
LD2102230291 Lisbon Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1800 GMT 21 Feb 91 


[Text] The Portuguese reaction to Saddam's address has 
come through Foreign Minister Joao de Deus Pinheiro. 
Speaking to our reporter, he described the nonaccep- 
tance of the Soviet peace plan as a historic mistake. The 
foreign minister said he was not acquainted with the full 
text of the address, but noted that yet another peace 
move has failed. 


[Begin Pinheiro recording] | believe that the persistence 
of Saddam Husayn's bellicose attitude is not helpful for 
a solution; and that his rejection, or nonacceptance, or 
his failure to grasp this opportunity, was a historic 
mistake. 


PRC's Qian Qichen Arrives to Discuss Macao 


LD2102195891 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 21 Feb 91 


[Text] Chinese Foreign Minister Qian Qichen arrived in 
Lisbon moments ago on an official four-day visit for 
talks on relations between the two states, and especial!y 
on the important topic of Macao. With regard to the 
latter, there remain some unsolved issues, including the 
problem of the airport—which has too little sand and too 
many decibels. 


The choice of Portugal as the first stop in Qian Qichen’s 
European tour is a clear sign of special treatment. The 
various possible interpretations of this would all seem to 
point to an improvement in relations. 


The Chinese foreign minister will be having talks with 
Mario Soares, Cavaco Silva, Joao de Deus Pinheiro, and 
[acting Macao governor] Murteira Nabo, all of them 
weighty interlocutors. Qian Qichen is a skillful negoti- 
ator, commonly regarded as a man of dialogue. 


Airport Statement Reported 
LD2102213691 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 
2100 GMT 21 Feb 91 


[Text] In a brief statement on arrival at Lisbon airport, 
Chinese Foreign Minister Qian Qichen said he hopes his 
three-day visit will boost relations between China and 
Portugal and contribute to a greater development of ties 
between the two countries. 


In his statement the Chinese minister referred to the 
signing of the 1987 joint declaration on Macao, 
describing it as an example of how states can resolve 
issues inherited from history through peaceful negotia- 
tion and friendly consultation. 
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PM1102124991 London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 
in Arabic 8 Feb 91 p 4 


['Abd-al-Hamid al-Yahyawi report: “Official Portuguese 
Spokesman Tells AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT: Troika Will 
Not Hold Dialogue With “Arafat in Next Round of 
Consultations” } 


[Excerpts] Brussels, AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT—Nuno 
Juni [as published], official spokesman for the Portu- 
guese permanent diplomatic mission to the European 
political cooperation council in Brussels, has confirmed 
the statements made by his country’s foreign minister, 
Deus Pinheiro, on Europe's decision to freeze its con- 
tacts with the PLO. 


In a statement to AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT, Juni pointed 
out that a verbal agreement was actually reached 
between the EC ministers on freezing European contacts 
with the PLO and President Yasir ‘Arafat in particular in 
the next round of consultations, which the European 
troika intends to conduct with the foreign ministers of 
the Arab Maghreb states, Egypt, and Israel. 


The official Portuguese spokesman told AL-SHARQ 
AL-AWSAT: The European political leadership believes 
that President ‘Arafat's support for President Saddam 
Husayn's aggressive policy, in addition to the repeated 
calls by some PLO leaders for terrorism, certainly do not 
help in securing a peaceful settlement of the Palestinian 
issue. The Portuguese spokesman added that President 
‘Arafat is no longer an acceptable interlocutor in the 
Europeans’ eyes in the process of establishing peace and 
stability in the Middle East. [passage omitted] 


Until now no European quarter has denied or rejected 
the Portuguese minister's statements. The European 
Commission merely said it was not officially informed of 
any decision similar to the statement made by the 
Portuguese foreign minister. [passage omitted] 


European diplomatic circles believe that the Portuguese 
foreign minister's statement is a Portuguese internal 
government signal addressed particularly to President 
Soares, who sent the director of his office, Nunes Barata., 
to meet with President ‘Arafat in Tunis 20 January 
without informing his government of the fact. [passage 
omitted] 


* Particulars of Presidential Election Reviewed 


* Results of Voting 


9/ES0396A Lishon O JORNAL in Portuguese 
18 Jan 91 p 31 


[Text] Mario Soares has triumphed over all his adver- 
saries, including the abstainers. Winning 70.4 percent of 
the votes, the PR [president of the Republic] won over 
30,000 votes more than the number of abstaining voters. 
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Basilio Horta, in turn, won neither any district nor even 
any municipal victories, but he placed second in the 
greater part of the national territory. The 14.08-percent 
level seems to have been achieved at the cost to the PSD 
[Social Democratic Party] and the CDS [Social Demo- 
cratic Center Party] of some of their votes, although the 
Social Democrats, generally speaking, voted for Mario 
Soares. In fact, the results achieved by Soares, if com- 
pared with the total number of votes for the PS [Socialist 
Party] and the PSD in the 1987 legislative elections, only 
fell below 10 percent per district in rare instances. 


Carlos Carvalhas won 12.9 percent, as compared to | 2.2 
percent in the last legislative elections. But he suffered 
some losses in the votes cast in the traditional Commu- 
nist sanctuaries. The profile of this candidate seems to 
have broken through in some surprising scctors for the 
PCP [Portuguese Communist Party}, in particular all of 
the districts in the central and northern interior, such as 
to compensate advantageously for the losses in the south. 
The particular focus of the principle losses suffered by 
Carvalhas was in the urban zones of the Setubal district 
(such as Barreiro), and even Alentejo, although he won 
percentages in excess of 35 percent per district. 


Carlos Marques almost tripled the vote won by the UDP 
[Popular Democratic Union] in the last legislative elec- 
tions. The most curious thing is that, like Carvalhas, 
Marques managed to penetrate zones of traditionally 
very weak support of the extreme left. 


The three best districts for Mario Soares were the Auton- 
omeus Azores Region (more than 80 percent), Braga, 
and Aveiro (more than 77 percent). The very fact that 
the abstention level in the Azores (48 percent) was the 
highest in the country seems to show that, for iis voters, 
there was no other choice, except for the 13 percent who 
voted for Basilio. If Braga causes no surprise, the results 
in Aveiro, on the other hand, are the source of a certain 
humiliation for the supporters of the honest candidate, 
who did not expect to lose so heavily in a district in 
which the CDS is strong. In Aveiro, Basilio won a little 
more than 15 percent of the votes, barely exceeding the 
national average. 


Soares obtained his worst results in Evora, Beja, and 
Setubal, with 53 and 54 percent of the votes. 


This represented a decline from the results achieved in 
1986, but, at that point, there was no Communist 
candidate. However, in comparison with the votes cast 
for the PS and the PSD in the legislative elections, the 
increase seen for Soares justifies the conclusion that 
there were some gains within the Communist electorate. 
Portalegre and Lisbon were others districts that were not 
so good, with percentages below 65 percent. There was, 
moreover, a relatively poor result in the capital, where, 
contrary to what usually happens, the rate of abstention 
was high. Soares let more than 40,000 votes get away in 
the cities of Lisbon and Oporto, where the population is 
relatively sensitive to the media. However, this may have 
been the result of the more significant effect of the 
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Macau scandals. But the overall vote in the largest 
district in the north was excellenti—among the five best 
for the PR. In this case, the result was achieved thanks to 
the excellent campaign waged in thal zone. 


Basilio achieved his record votes in Braganca, Madeira, 
and Braga. The Minho district proved to be relatively 
bipolarized. The same was the case with the voters in 
Madeira, who abstained on a level higher than the 
national average but lower than that in three other 
districts. Braganca had a rather high rate of abstention. 
The three traditionally Communist districts were, natu- 
rally, the weakest points for the CDS candidate. 


Carvalhas bested Soares in Alpiarca, Alandroal, Arraio- 
los, Montemor-o-Novo, Mora, Portel, Avis, and Cuba, 
and won a good number of votes in the north. Curiously, 
in Sao Pedro do Sul, his home territory, he won a vote 
close to the national average. This is a notable detail 
because that municipality in Beira proved to be mark- 
edly conservative in previous elections. The educated 
and moderate attitude of Carvalhas was seen to be of 
great importance in an election in which personalities 
were more important. 


The same thing happened with Carlos Marques. The 
number who voted for him exceeded the seating capacity 
of the Luz Stadium. There were 126,000 voters who 
approved the new discourse of a business-orienied 
extreme left wing. He had his best success in Madeira 
(surpassing 6 percent), and he also achieved good results 
in Lisbon and Setubal. Also, he pushed his political 
sector's “score” up throughout the country. He was least 
persuasive in Braga, Viseu, Aveiro, Vila Real, and 
Oporto, where he did not win even 2 percent. 


* Candidates: Winne’s, Losers 


9/ES0396B Lishon O JORNAL Wi_USTRADO 
in Portuguese 18 Jan 91 p il 


[Article by Miguel Almeida Fernandes] 


[Text] Soares decided to run as a candidate again. Afier 
taking up this final challenge of his political life, he 
wanted to wage his electoral campaign and go back on 
the road. He appeared before us, face to face, on televi- 
sion, although he was naturally ihe only candidate who 
had everything to lose by appearing. On Sunday, he won 
the election with more than 70 perceni of the votes, 
beating the record for electoral results in our country. 
Soares remains firmly established. 


With a political posture of his own, which he maintained 
throughout the presidential campaign, Soares had a clear 
political goal to be achieved—to strengthen his presiden- 
tial legitimacy. The goal was achieved, but now a ques- 
tion arises. Will the president of the Republic retain his 
previous reading of his constitutional powers? 


Everything suggests that he will, and it is not foreseeable 
that any change in his presidential conduct will occur, at 
least not until the legislative elections scheduled for next 
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October. External circumstances could occur, however, 
that would force the chief of state to be more of a 
protagonist. This would be the case if the situation in the 
Persian Gulf were to become aggravated. Given that 
scenario. Mario Soares would naturally be obliged to act, 
in his capacity as supreme commander of the Armed 
Forces, and would have to begin convoking regular 
meetings of the Council of State and the Higher National 
Defense Council. 


In domestic terms, Soares may also resume more active 
intervention in political life, particularly if the legislative 
election does not produce an absolute majority for a 
single party. In such a case, he will have to seck a 
consensus in order to make the Cabinet viable and to 
maintain political stability. 


However, Soares will have to maintain the political 
posture during this second term that enabled him to win 
his last electoral victory. If he previously sought, above 
all, to win over the voters in order to assure five more 
years in Belem Palace, what will concern him now will be 


winning a real place in history. 


On the other hand, it should be emphasized that his 
reelection made it clear that in Portugal, as is happening 
in other Western democracies, it is very hard for an 
incumbent president to fail to be reelected. Provided 
that he exercises his mandate as the arbiter of political 
life with honesty and good sense, it is unlikely that the 
people will risk casting their lot with another individual. 
It is, after all, a question of the guarantee of and security 
in stability. 


The Man Defeated 


While Carlos Carvalhas provided the surprise in the elec- 
tion when he succeeded in securing the Communist elec- 
torate beyond any challenge and emerged as Alvaro Cun- 
hal’s heir apparent by right and no longer merely de facto, 
Basilio Horta achieved a result that is neither good nor 
bad. He did not win the heavens, but he did not descend 
into hell, either. He is still in purgatory. Now it remains to 
be seen what he intends to do with the 14 percent of the 
votes he won. According to what he has said, he will not 
establish a new political party but will exert pressure on the 
centrist bodies for the convocation of an extraordinary 

that would enable him to dispossess Freitas do 
Amaral. Obviously, since last Monday, there have been 
two Social Democratic Center Parties in Largo do Caldas. 
One is headed by Freitas do Amaral, who is relying on a 
wink in the direction of the Socialist Party, and the other 
is headed by Basil Horta, who is interested in taking the 
absolute majority away from Cavaco Silva, so as to allow a 
rebirth of the Democratic Alliance. Basilio is not alone in 
this new clash that can be ‘oreseen, but he would be wise 
not to delude himself that hi. party establishment will ever 
forgive him for the style of an‘ discourse in his campaign. 


It was no accident that no onc, from Lucas Pires to 
Narana Coissoro and Adriano Moreira, came forward 
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either during his time on the radio or at the candidate's 
rallies. Basilio may have lost this election because he set 
the bar too high. 


The Leser 


His name 1s Alberic Joao Jardim, and he managed to 
lose on his home ground. A few days ago, he boycotted 
the visit paid by Mario Soares to the Madeira region, 
forbidding his subjects to go into the streets to hail the 
presidential candidate. i Comteivananabenena 
abstain, even going so far as to state that he was only 
refraining from voting for Basilio Horta out of solidarity 
with Cavaco Silva. 


In the end, Jardim lost all along the line. In his autono- 
mous region, Soares won more than 60 percent of the 
votes, abstention was at the level of 40 percent, and 
Basilio Horta fell far short of the vote won by Freitas do 
Amaral in 1986. Thus, the people in Madeira did not 


heed his appeals. 


Jardim ended up as one of the great losers in an election 
in which he was not even an interested party. 


* Overall Winner: Cavaco Silva 


91ES0396C Lishon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 
11 Jan 91 p R-29 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] 


Political Winner in Election 


And here we come to the profound irony in this presi- 
dential election in 1991. The immediate or most visible 
winner is Mario Soares, with the 70-10-80-percent val- 
idly cast votes that can legitimately be surmised. 


It is true that the other candidates together can hope to 
win 25 to 30 percent of the votes. 


lt is true that many citizens of Portugal will have 
abstained or cast blank votes, and the abstentions may 
swell a radical abstention movement that has been on the 
rise since 1987. Or they may even have cast null votes, in 
symbolic homage to an electoral campaign devoid of 
usefulness, not to mention form and content. This was a 
campaign, in the end, that lefi a great deal to be deter- 
mined about the positions of the candidates on almost 


everything of importance. 


But Mario Soares has been overwhelmingly reelected, 
with very broad support, ranging from CGTP [General 
Confederation of Portuguese Workers] leaders to the 
partisans of the CIP [Portuguese Industry Confedera- 
tion}, who gather at dinners with financial funding 
believed to come from a spectrum reaching from the 
Masuns to Opus Dei. 


However, apart from the reelected president, the great 
invisible or unexpected political winner is Anibal 
Cavaco Silva. 














w PORTUGAL 


From the outset, he was the inevitable loser in an 
election in which he would have neither a candidate nor 
an active voice. 

He had a candidate—the winner. He had an active 
voice—the PSD [Social Democratic Party] clung to the 
reelected president. But he did not have the wear and 
tear of that candidacy, which he supported with equal 
devotion and distance. Earlier, he profited from the 
fratricidal struggle between the master of the Soares 
movement and one of his disciples. 


And all of this while he was maintaining his cabinet and 
ing the country. He was austere, while the candi- 
dates played the buffoon. He was calm, while the candi- 
dates indulged in excesses. He was a statesman. while the 
candidates divided up the political honesty quotient 
among themselves on television. 
How happy Anibal Cavaco Silva must have been when 
he went to vote in the presidential clection on | 3 January 
1991! Although, thanks to an accident, obviously unwit- 
ting, the X advocated by the very party he heads did not 
appear in the box corresponding to the second candi- 


* Carvalhas Avenged 
91ES0396D Lishon O JORNAL in Portuguese 
18 Jan 91 p 34 


[Article by Paula Sa: “The Winner's Hour™} 


[Text] Carlos Carvathas has discarded the costume he 
wore as the “little deputy secretary-general™ in the PCP 
[Portuguese Communist Party], and he has abandoned 
the role of a minor figure he played at the | 3th Congress 
in Loures. The result achieved in the presidential clec- 
tion last Sunday—i2.94 percent of the votes—has 
served to legitimize his role as the future leader of the 
party. The rise of the Communists to first place, which 
will happen this year, will not occur until after the 
legislative election, O JORNAL has learned from a 
Communist source. In symbolic fashion, however, Car- 
valhas is expected to head the slate in Lisbon in the very 
next electoral event, dethroning Alvaro Cunhal. Car- 
valhas was right, in the end, in wanting to pass the test of 
fire. As he himself told us, with his characteristic 
humility: “Above all, | have vindicated the honor of the 
left wing'™ 

After much hesitation and a cautious attempt to devalue 
the presidential election. the Communists have found in 
Carvalhas a source of new and unexpected political 
impetus. But the euphoria of victory in the PCP—in 
large part the personal victory of Carvalhas—will be 
considered and reconsidered. According to this same 
PCP source, Alvaro Cunhal will remain at the helm at 
least until the next legislative election, at which time, our 
source said, “Two personalities with charisma (the 
present leader and Carvathas) may obtain greater divi- 
dends on the combat front, contributing to retaining or 
even winning Over more hearts to our cause.” 
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The Central Committee of the PCP met on Wednesday 
to analyze the results achieved by its candidate and to 
plant the seeds to be harvested in October. With almost 
13 percent of the votes, and losing only 50,000 votes in 
comparison to the 1987 legislative election, Carlos Car- 
valhas had clearly secured the Communist electorate. He 
achieved the feat of keeping the party safe both from the 
crises plaguing the countries in the East and from the 
internal challenge of the present leadership, which has 
led to the departure of outstanding figures like Jose 
Magalhacs and Jorge Lemos. 


Will Carlos Carvalhas be merely a second spleen? Or will 
he be the veritable successor to Cunhal? These two 
questions went hand in hand at the Loures congress. 
Today it is easier to find the night answer, now that the 
base levels have voted on it. Alvaro Cunhal himself 
tested it and confirmed it. On being interviewed by the 
RTP [Portuguese Radio and Television] on the night of 
the election, the secretary-general admitted for the first 
time that “things are pointing™ toward the fact that 
Carvathas will be his replacement without saying when 
thes will happen. 


Cunhal was also the first to attribute the “excellent 
results” to the party collective, and also to recognize the 
individual contribution made by Carvalhas. 


The renewal wing of the leadership, which has always 
advocated a party candidate, has reason to be pleased 
with the triumph of Carvathas. The antireformers, for 
their part, are keeping silent and waiting for this pre- 
dicted rise to develop. For now, the natural strength- 
ening of the position Carvalhas enjoys within the party 
will calm the worries of the two factions maneuvering 
quietly within the PCP. 


Some days before the voting, there were still certain 
leaders who thought the decision of the Central Com- 
mittee was crazy. They feared (or were expecting) the 
candidate's apprenticeship in a race that 1s always rustic 
for the communist parties in any part of the world and, 
with this, the weakening of the party. 


With the support of a small team, Carvalhas created his 
own style. Discretion was the order of the day, linked to 
the campaign slogan “Portugal can be better.” The then 
candidate profited from the frailties of the other adver- 
saries, above all Basilio Horta’s aggressiveness. He 
adopted a consensual, agreeable style of discourse. He 
assumed a comprehensive position, turning his back on 
Marxist-Leninist doctrine. He was able to season this 
courtship of those discontented with Soares and Cavaco 
Silva with spices still pleasing to the Portuguese left 
wing. 


Compensation in the North 


The candidate with the slogan “Portugal can be better” 
thus achieved an unexpected result. Losing votes in the 
Communist strongholds (Lisbon, Setubal, Beja, and 
Evora), Carvalhas compensated for the deficit in zones 
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where the electorate is normally noi inclined to vote for 
the PCP, particularly in the north. 


This loss of votes, which was not very significant in any 
case, was most notable in the urban centers and the 
indusinial zones, where political awareness is greater. 
The events in the East probably affected the voting 
intentions of the Communist militants, who in the end 
abstained or swelled the volume of support for Soares. 
Veiga de Oliveira, one of the underwriters of the Group 
of Six, who left the PCP just before the presidential 
election, justified these values, when they were brought 
up by O JORNAL, in terms of the specificity of the 
election. “The fact that Mario Soares won and that there 
was no danger of a victory by the right-wing candidate 
facilitated the operation because the usual useful-vote 
requirement played no role.” 


in the opimion of this member of the Soares commission 
of honor, the basic factor in the score achieved by 
Carvaihas was to be found, however, in the absence 
within the Portuguese political spectrum of a party with 
which the present mass of PCP voters can identify. And 
he added that “the few thousand votes won in zones 
where the PCP has traditionally had little clectoral 
importance, with little likelihood of electing officials 
either to the Assembly of the Republic or on the local 
level, will prove to be episodic in nature.” 


The former supporter of the Group of Six sees no great 
threat to the PCP in the coming legislative election. In 
Veiga de Oliveira’s view, “Disillusionment with 
socialism may prevent young people from participating 
im a party that, unless it revises its ideological principles 
and its program lines, will find itself shrinking. The 
‘elder’ portion of the base-level membership is not ready 
for change. These people have closed their cars to reports 
of what 1s happening in the East.” 


Whether the theses about the future of the PCP are 
pessimistic or cuphoric, it 1s certain that the party is 
rolling up its sleeves with a view to the legislative 
election, in an atmosphere characterized by a certain 
comfort. It remains to be seen if the “low-profile” style 
of Carvathas will be maintained, or if we will again see 
ideological discourse favoring socialism. Without a 
doubt, the Central Committee decided this yesterday. 


* Comments on Candidates 


YIESOI9O6E Lishon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 
19 Jan 91 p Aj 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] 


Seares's Fear 


Mario Soares must have breathed a sigh of relief carly 
Sunday evening when he learned of the carly electoral 
predictions. The fact is that it was probably not until 
then that he became aware of the tremendous risk he had 
run in this election. 
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No one had noticed. 


Everyone thought that the reelection of the president 
could not fail to be a serene triumphal march. 


However, they were wrong. 


The very fact that this was the thinking. the fact that each 
voter could assume that Soares would not need his vote 
to be overwhelmingly elected, constituted the first snare 
im this election. 

What if, in the end, people decided not to vote? 


What if the rate of abstention reached 50 percent, as had 
been feared” 


And what if, faced with this massive abstention, the 
other candidates were to show great gains and Soares 
were to fail to exceed 60 percent” 


What would the president of the Repub'ic tell the people 
of Portugal on Sunday night” 


What would be his expression as he expiained to them 
that, in a democracy, it 1s exactly the same thing to be 
elected by a million votes or by a thousand? 


In view of this, who could prevent a smile” 


And what would the people think of the fact that the 
president, after having ruled like a king for five years and 
having spared no expense. afier parading throughout the 
entire country at the expense of the public treasury, 
could not win much more than half of the votes? 


This would have been a humiliation. 
And yet this is what could have happened. 


And it 1s not impossible that this fear passed through the 
mind of Soares. 


And that is why, carly on Sunday evening, he must have 
breathed a sigh of relief. 


Having exceeded 70 percent, having broken the record 
set by Eanes in 1976, and having won 700,000 votes 
more than Cavaco Silva did in 1987—this ts an achieve- 
ment equal to the candidate's highest hopes. 


And it is a result that will enable him to take his seat 
again in Belem in full comfort. 


Farewell to Perestroyka 


The election last Sunday produced another great winner, 
Alvaro Cunhal, in addition to Soares. 


To speak the truth, it is frightening that, after a dizzying 
year that saw the fall of all of the regimes in the East, not 
as a result of any imperialist conspiracy but as a result of 
veritable popular revolts, after a period in which the 
Communists must have become aware that the party had 
for years on end concealed from them a part of the truth 
about what was happening in the socialist Countries, at 
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the end of a process in which outstanding PCP [Portu- 
guese Communist Party} militants challenged the party 
leadership for the first time and raised doubts about the 
merits of the party strategy and even the processes it 
used, it is frightening that. after ali of this, the Commu- 
nist candidate won a vote equal to that won by the PCP 
in the last legislative election—in other words. before all 
of this happened. 


And it should not be said that the success was that of the 
candidate rather than that of the party. 


It is possible that the Communist militants and the 
traditional voters felt sympathy with Carlos Carvalhas. 


But what really played a role was the conviction and the 
spirit of the membership. 


It was the feelings and the principles that the leadership 
of the PCP had instilled in its members and sympa- 
thizers throughout the recent years—hatred of Soares. 
rejection of the extreme lefi, the absolute impossibility of 
voting for a candidate originating with the right wing. 


On the basis of all of these things and with the pieces of 
the puzzle combined in their heads, the Communist 
voters could vote only for Carvalhas. 


And they did so. 


They thereby guaranteed the policy pursued by Alvaro 
Cunhal, and they provided those who had doubts with 


the certainty that there will be no perestroyka within the 
PCP in the coming years. 


Simultaneously, the members of the critical faction, like 
Zita Seabra, Veiga de Oliveira, Vital Moreira, Jorge 
Lemos, and Jose Magalhaes, realized that their criticisms 
had awakened no echo within the party electorate and 
that they would have to seck another audience for their 
theses. 


Cavaco Silva's Weak Point 


Having been described successively as the “great loser™ 
and the “great winner™ in these clections, Cavaco Silva 
proved in the end to be neither. 


Al the outset, everything was against him. 


He did not have, in the party or close to it, a credible 
candidatc for the Belem post. 


Mario Soares was at the peak of his popularity. 


The PS [Socialist Party] won in the clections for the 
self-governing bodies and was preparing tu make profit- 
able use of the results of the presidential election. 


In the face of all this, Cavaco Silva could adopt only one 
of two attitudes, neither one a good choice. Either he 
could run as a candidate himself, subjecting himself to 
overwhelming defeat. or ic could leave the field before 
the battle began, resigning himself to supporting the 
expected winner. 
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Given the first hypothesis, the PSD [Social Democratic 
Party] leader would have experienced his third succes- 
sive failure after the poor results in the European elec- 
tions and those for the self-governing bodies. and he 
would have been very poorly positioned for winning in 
the legislative election. 

Given the second hypothesis, he would be vulnerable to 
the possibility that Mario Soares, profiting from his 
advantageous position, would begin to direct criticisms 
at the actions of the Cabinet, so that he would find 
himself in the uncomfortabie situation of having given 
his support to a man with no compunction about 
attacking him. 


Cavaco Silva thought that, all things considered, it was 
better to choose the second hypothesis. 


He did so as subtly as possible. 
He dod not support Mario Soares. 


H d, instead, that the PSD would not nominaic a 
candidate if the president ran again, and he emphasized 
that the presidential election was less important than the 
legislative election. 


Despite this caution, the leader of the Social Democrats 
rendered himself vulnerable to the consequences. 


What has happened is that, because of one of those 
developments of the kind that occasionally transform 
desperate solutions into “brilliant decisions,” Cavaco 
Silva has seen the clouds that were hovering over his 
head dissipate one after the other. 


The worry that seized some PSD leaders, such as Alberto 
Joao Jardim, at a given moment and seemed likely to 
create a force that would challenge the choice made was, 
as it happened, nipped in the bud and took no toll. 


The candidate Basilio Horta, who at a certain point 
seemed capable of exploiting the discomfort about the 
votes for Soares felt in some sectors of the PSD elec- 
torate, began to engage in more radical discourse, 
thereby frightening away the more hesitant voters. 


Mario Soares, who was harshly criticized by Basilio to 
the point of having his honor challenged, lost all of his 
mancuvering room and, on no occasion, did he attack 
the Cabinet or the prime minister. 


The PS even became upset about the “objectivity” 
revealed by the president of the Republic, resentful of 
the fact that he was no longer helping the Socialists. 


And the electorate as a whole gave no indication of great 
interest in the presidential election. 


Everything was proceeding, therefore, as Cavaco Silva 
would have it. 


Except that, at the last minute, this almost ideal scenario 


changed slightly. 
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Abstentions were fewer than expected, and Mario 
Soares, instead of finding his legitimacy reduced, saw it 
Strengthened, in the end. with more than 3.5 million 
votes won. 


This was, in fact, too much. 


For the prime minister really to be the winner in the 
presidential election, abstentions would have had to be 
much more numerous, so that the president could win 
the support of as many as 3 million voters. 


This was the case, among other things. because only in 
this way could the presidential election have been truly 
devalued, making it possible for the legislative election 
to appear as the truly important event at which the great 
decisions will be made. 


Basilio Horta’s Ambition 


It should be said that Basilio Horta, the “killjoy™ candi- 
date in this election, contributed to thr: (relatively) low 
level of abstention. 


His aggressive approach provided some animation—and 
even some interest—to the campaign that «1 had seemed 
doomed to lack. 


Except that, as we wrote cight days ago. Basilio Horta’s 
thundering attacks on Soares, apart from damaging 
himself, benefited Basilio’s opponent and served to 
increase his vote. 


In fact, the people of Portugal regarded Soares as a 
“member of the family” and felt “obliged” to defend 
him. 


In view of Bosilio Horia’s attacks, some of the voters 
who innially ‘lt .o 9 bligation to vote because they 
belic.<¢ .hat the pres dent would automatically be 
reelected decided to go to the polls to vindicate his 
“ynsulted honor.” 
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Thus, Basilio served as a catalyst in winning votes for 
Mario Soares. 

This would not have been very important had it not been 
that the percentage won by the “honesi candidate” posed 
a threat—at least for the immediate future—to his major 
goal, which was to win leadership of the CDS [Social 
Democratic Center Party]. 


And the curious thing 1s that the electoral resuit achieved 
by Basilio Horta was not even a bad result, theoretically. 


It could even be said that Basilio Horta was not betrayed 
at the polls but by the expectations created and by his 
own ambitron. 

He hoped to have 20 percent of the votes, to defeat 
Freitas do Amaral, to force Cavaco Silva to his knees, 
and to agree to a cabinet compromise with him after the 
legislative election. 

His greed for power served in the end, however, to make 
him unacceptable to the leading figures in his party, and. 
finally, his dream of 20 percent made the result that was 
3.5 times better than that of the CDS seem “insignifi- 
cant.” 


Petty Results for Marques 
The situation of Carlos Marques, moreover. 1s similar. 


His results, as well, were vastly better than whai was 
achieved by the party from which he came—the UDP 
[Popular Democratic Union]. 


Except that Marques had conveyed the idea that he 
could do better. 


And perhaps he even had an obligation to do so. 


For the truth is that, for two months, he had television, 
radio, and the printed press behind him. And they all 
assigned almost as much importance to him as to the 
now-reelected president, who obtained almost 30 times 
as many votes as he did. 
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Foreign Minister on ‘Positive’ Soviet Peace Plan 


LD2202101391 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
0900 GMT 22 Feb 9! 


[Text] Shortly before leaving for Paris to attend a 
Western European Union mecting. Spanish Foreign 
Minister Francisco Fernandez-Ordonez said that the 
Soviet peace plan will be one of the subjects under 
discussion at the meeting. The objective will be for the 
Western European Union countries to maintain a 
common and coordinated position with the Soviet 
Union and the United States, he declared. In principic. 
the Spanish position on the peace plan combines two 
elements: caution and optimism. 

[Begin Fernandez Ordonez recording] It seems a positive 
step and one which p-*rmits us to cherish a certain hope 
at this difficult and late juncture. Perhaps, as a result, we 
are not, as | have said, too late after all. Thai is to say, at 
the moment you can say or think that this 1s a positive 
step that permits us to cherish a certain hope. However. 
it 1s Obvious that the text, the proposal cannot be 
described as unconditional [word indistinct]. it contains 
a number of conditions. This is one clement. Second, it 
does not contain details of times and timetables for the 
withdrawal, this 1s something that must be specified. 
{end recording] 


Bessmertnykh on Need for Clear Iraqi Reply 
LD2102212291 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
1900 GMT 21 Feb 9! 


[Text] The war is about to enter its critical phase, the 
tome of the land battle and with 1,300,000 [soldiers] 
distributed on the two sides of the border between 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia it may be the largest confron- 
tation in the history of war unless a miracle occurs im 
Moscow, where the Iraqi foreign minister, Tariq ‘Aziz. 
will arrive shorily—a miracle in which very few believe. 
among them the Soviet foreign minister, Alcksandr 
Bessmerinykh, himself, 


We have asked—Bessmerinykh says—for a clear, con- 
cise reply to a terse prior question. Is Saddam Husayn 
prepared to remove his forces from Kuwait in a definite 
time, with guarantees for those forces” After the reply we 
will look at other considerations. Bessmerinykh believes 
that peace is still possible. 


Sees ‘Last Chance’ for Saddam 
LD2202010991 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
2300 GMT 21 Feb 91 


[Excerpts] In spite of all the negative portents, the 
meeting between Gorbachev and Tariq “Aziz continues. 
and is regarded as the last possibility of stopping the 
slide of war. There is a single opportunity for Saddam 
Husayn to reconsider his position. That was stated in 
Madrid by Soviet Foreign Minister Bessmertnykh after 
the meeting of the Council of Europe. [passage omitted] 
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ict foreign minister did sot only address his 
SE ee ae ee 
the report from Aurora Minguez. the Soviet foreign 
minister also appcaied to the leaders of the international 
coalition to not start the final battle until they know the 
definite Iraqi reply. Aurora Minguez now reports. Good 
evening, Aurora. 


[Mingucz] Good evening. [passage omitted) Saddam 
Husayn tomorrow has one last chance to show that he 
wants to end the war, Bessmerinykh said. He must give 
a clear, concrete answer to a simple question: whether he 
is prepared to withdraw from Iraq with a set date. The 
Soviet minister confessed that he does not have complete 
confidence in the success of Gorbachev's peace proposal. 
but that = may be a good siart if « means iraqi 
withdrawal. All the subsequent detaiis—that 1s to say, 
the structure of Iraq after the cease-fire, the future of 
Saddam Husayn., the peace prospects in the region-—are. 
according to Bessmerinykh, a subject for subsequent 
discussion within the framework of the United Nations. 
Consequently, Bessmerinykh thinks that ail the latest 
demands announced by the United States—such as, for 
example, the withdrawal from Kuwait within a max- 
imum deadline of four days, the release of allied pris- 
oners, or the climination of the mines placed in 
Kuwa:i—are last-minute demands which do not help at 
all to setile this conflict. 


Calls U.S. Terms ‘Excessive’ 


LD2102213491 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
1900 GMT 21 Feb 91 


[Text] The Soviet foreign minister, Aleksandr Bessmert- 
nykh. learned here in Madrid of Saddam Husayn’s 
speech, which did not give the impression of encouraging 
much of a future for Mikhail Gorbachev's peace plan. 
Bessmerinykh was in the Spanish capital today to attend 
the meeting of the Commitice of Ministers of the 
Council of Europe which made Madrid the capital of 
continental diplomacy today, Thursday. Aurora 
Minguez has just arrived from the press conference given 
by the Soviet foreign minister. Good evening Aurora. 
How did Bessmerinykh receive Saddam's radio mes- 
sage” 

[Minguez] Good evening. Aleksandr Bessmerinyky 
wants to belreve that there 1s still a diplomatic way out 
for the Gulf war, provided that the land offensive does 
not begin. | do not believe, he said, that the multina- 
tional force will begin the land attacks in the next few 
hours but if 1 does so, our peace proposal no longer 
makes any sense. Bessmerinykh also said he does not yet 
know the exact content of Saddam Husayn’s latest mes- 


sage 


Therefore, Bessmerinykh said, our meeting in Moscow 
tomorrow with Tariq “Aziz is of particular importance. 
There we will finally know whether or not Saddam 
Husayn intends to leave Kuwait on a specific, definite 
date. Bessmerinykh also said the most fundamental 
thing 1s to assure the Iraqi president that his forces will 
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be able to withdraw from Kuwait without probiems and 
that the new conditions laid down by the United States 
are excessive. The political solution, the Soviet foreign 
minister repeated, 1s necessary and good for everyone: 
for the USSR, for the United States, and for the rest of 
the international community. | have much more faith in 
the dialogue and the practical negotiations that we will 
have with Tarig “Aziz tomorrow than im resounding 
declarations like Saddam Husayn’s this afternoon. 


Gonzalez Discusses Issues With Turkey's Inan 


LD2102111391 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
0700 GMT 21 Feb 91 


[Excerpt] [passage omitied] Taking advantage of the 
presence in Madnd of the delegations from the member 
countries of the Council of Europe, Felipe Gonzalez had 
a mecting yesteday with Turkish Minister of State 
Kamran Inan, with whom he discussed the position of 
the two countries on the Gulf conflict, Turkey's desire to 
join the European Community, and the situation being 
expenenced in the Soviet Union. However, according to 
sources at the Ministry of the Government [as heard]. 
they did not discuss the hypothesis of an Iraqi attack on 
Turkey and the possible response by NATO member 
countnes, including Spain. 


SPAIN 8 


GRAPO Claims Credit for Bombing Pipeline 


PA2202002191 Madrid EFE in Spanish 2330 GMT 
21 Feb 91 


[Text] Zaragoza. (Spain), 2! Feb (EFE}—An alleged 
October First Antifascist Resistance Group (GRAPO) 
member has claimed that the group 1s responsible for the 
bombing of the oi! pipeline between the Spanish cities of 
Rota and Zaragoza. 


Daniel Laguerri, director of the Antena 3 radio station in 
Zaragoza (northeastern Spain), told EFE that an uniden- 
tified woman telephoned the station and claimed that 
GRAPO is responsible for the bombing. 


The pipeline to the joint U.S.-Spanish bases in Spain. 
which was bombed several years ago by the ETA [Basque 
Fatherland and Liberty) terrorist organization, was 
repaired rapidly and was back in operation |2 hours 
after the bombing. 


GRAPO was founded in the 1960's. It carried out its first 
attack in 1975, several weeks after the death of General 
Francisco Franco. [dates as received] 
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Explosions Reported at Former Security Building 


7A2202104091 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1000 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Text] Istanbul (ANATOLIA)}—Two explosions in the 
space of a few hours shook a former security building in 
the city’s Beyoglu District on Thursday evening. 


The first blast was heard at 18.30 (16.30 GMT) and the 
second at 22.00 (20.00 GMT). 

An investigation into the caplosions 1s continuing with 
police refusing to give information at this stage. 


Third Man Arrested for Spying for Iraq 


TA2102153791 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1510 GMT 21 Feb 91 


[Text] Adana (ANATOLIA)}—A Turkish man accused of 
spying for Iraq has been caught in this southern city, the 
Adana state prosecutor said on Thursday. 


Prosecutor Mehmet Ali Kutca told reporters that Necati 
Oyan, a 58 year-old cashier, was understood to have sold 
military information on activities of war ships in the 
Mediterranean to Iraq. 


Kutca was the third Turk arrested on charges of spying 
for Baghdad since the Gulf crisis began with Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait last August. 


A Turkish o1l worker named Ahmet Alver was convicted of 
espionage in December and sentenced to |2 years in jail. 


Hicati Kocyigit, a former right-wing activist, was 
arrested carlier this month for compiling military infor- 
mation for Iraq. 


Paper Cited on U.S. Nuclear Arms Aimed at Iraq 


TA2102193691 Jerusalem Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 21 Feb 91 


{Text} A Turkish newspaper writes that the United 
aimed at Iraq, at a NATO base in southern Turkey. 
There 1s no confirmation of the report which appeared in 
the leftist Turkish daily, CUMHURIYET. 


Agency Reports on Alptemocin Talks With Baker 


TA2202103391 Ankara ANATOLIA in French 
0935 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Text] Washington (ANATOLIA)—Foreign Minister 


Ahmet Kuricebe Alptemocin met with US. Secretary of 
State James Baker here on Thursday. 


Describing Saddam Husayn’s latest speech as unaccept- 
able. Alptemocin pointed out that his talks with Baker 
covered various issucs, including Cy prus. 


The issues raised by Alptemocin and Baker will be 
discussed in detail by Huseyin Celem, head of the 
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bilateral political affairs desk at the Foreign Ministry, 
and Robert Kimmitt, under secretary fer political affairs 
at the State Department. 

Alptemocin bricfed Baker on his impressions from his 
visit to various Middle East capitals, including the 
Iranian and Syrian stands on the future of the Gulf. 
Alptemocin said: We also discussed with Baker the subject 
of free trade between Turkey and the United States, the 
Armenian issuc, and the 7:10 ratio between Greece and 
Turkey observed with regard to US. military aid. 


On the Cyprus issuc, I told him that the initiatives rarsed 
by the UN secretary general must be supported and that 
the two communities living in Cyprus must find a 
solution to the problem by themselves. 


Meanwhile, Baker praised Turkey's stand on the Gulf 
issue and added: Losses suffered by Turkey, Egypt, and 
Jordan because of the Gulf crisis must be compensated. 
We also discussed increasing the Turkish textile quotas 
on Turkish exports, a loan from Eximbank to Turkey. 
and the issue of free trade between the two countrics. 


* Ozal Comments on Protection of Kurds 


91ES0423C Istaniul TEMPO in Turkich 2 Fe? 91 
pp 16-17 


[Article by Sefik Kahramankaptan: “The Issue of Pro- 
tecting the Kurds™] 


[Text] There is a document in the Cankaya Mansion 
which President Turgut Ozal has frequently leafed 
through, reviewed and taken notes from since the begin- 
ning of the Gulf crisis. These are the minutes of [the 
negotiations leading to the Treaty of] Lausanne. The 
Lausanne minutes constitute the principal argument 
behind the mental gymnastics related to the Kurdish and 
Turkish population of northern Iraq. Later, in some 
conversations, Ozal relayed the conclusions he has 
drawn from his readings. 


The most important conclusions Ozal has reached are: 
“If the late Ismet Inonu had been more insistent, we 
would have kept the province of Mosul. Lord Curzon 
bluffed.” The province of Mosul is a vast picce of 

which encompasses the cities of Erbil, Sulaim- 
aniya and Kirkuk, which extends as far south as 60 
kilometers from Baghdad and which is home to Turkish 
and Kurdish people. 


Without giving up his mystic belief that “there is a silver 
lining in everything.” Oval says: “It is fortunate that we 
did not keep those territones. Otherwise, wealth would 
have made us lose our heads as well.” 


The principal reason Ozal has been studying the Lau- 
sanne minutes meticulously and noting down the argu- 
ments he can use in the event he is confronted with a 


negotiation atmosphere, is the continuing, though 


receding, danger of the creation of a “Kurdish state in 
northern Iraq.” Oval has certain plans to ward off this 
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possibility—which he has officially declared could be the 
cause of “Turkey's intervention into northern Iraq” — 
and to reverse the “Kurdish problem™ in Turkey's favor 
in a post-Saddam Middle East. 


Ozal first gave clues about this new plan in a private 
meeting he had with some ANAP [Motherland Party] 
deputies when he said: “From now on. we will be the 
Kurds’ guardians.” 


What is it that will be reversed? 


Ozal believes that some countries in the region are 
pursuing a policy of “annoying Turkey by becoming the 
Kurds’ guardians.” 


What about what was done at home” 


Ozal engages in self-criticism by saying: “Those were 
wrong acts.” By going as far back as the “one-party” rule 
of the Republican People’s Party, Ozal says that citizens 
from the East were referred to in unpleasant terms 
during that period and adds: 


“A policy of repression was adopted with the aim of 
assimilating them. That was a mistake.” 


Recalling that numerous senior bureaucrats, soldiers and 
ministers of Kurdish ancestry have served and continue 
to serve in the Turkish government, Ozal says that it is 
not easy to determine whose family is Turkish or Kurd- 
ish. Turning (© an “important point.” Ozal says: “In a 
way we are brothers in religion.” 


Ozal has made the phrase he used to describe the Kurds 
who fled to refugee camps in Turkey after the Halabja 
massacre the cornerstone of the regional Kurdish policy he 
is trying to formulate now: “The kinsmen of our citizens.” 


In other words, Turkey is aspiring to become the “big 
brother” of the Kurds in the region. Turkey has 12 
million citizens of Kurdish ancestry. It 1s estimated that 
there are 4 to 5 million Kurds in Iraq, 3 million in Iran 
and | million in Syria. In other words, the largest portion 
of Kurds are citizens of the Turkish Republic. 


Ozal has set the framework of “psychological guardian- 
ship” as follows: 


“We are a democratic nation which respects human 
rights. If necessary, we can stand up for people of 
Kurdish ancestry in neighboring countries as the 
kinsmen of our citizens.” He gives clues about the near 
future as follows: “There is no concession on the issue of 
official language. But the people should be able to speak 
their own language.” 


It ss understood from ANAP circles close to the presi- 
dential mansion that the “ban on the use of the Kurdish 
language™ will be lifted as a first step. The law that was 
drafted and endorsed by the National Security Council 
during the 12 September period will be rescinded. The 
use of Kurdish as a means of everyday conversation and 
a means of cultural development will be permitted. In 
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addition, some changes in the Turkish Penal Code are 
being discussed with an eye to “making a clear distinc- 
tion between the activities of Kurdish terrorists and 
Kurdish intellectuals.” 


It 1s thought at the summit of power that “if the Kurdish 
citizens of Turkey feel more comfortable and freer” 
Turkey's role as a “guardian™ will be enhanced. These 
calculations are based on the assumption that a demo- 
cratic system will be established in post-Saddam Iraq. 
Cankaya is also open to the idea of a “democratic Iraqi 
federation™ in which Kurds and Turks can live as 
“autonomous” entities. 


With this “guardianship plan™ Ozal wants “to hit three 
birds with one stone.” The “prince of darkness,” 
Richard Perle, a former US assistant secretary of 
defense, has cut out the following costume for Turkey in 
a post-Saddam Middle East: A Middle Eastern super- 
power that the West accepts. That costume may be too 
big for Turkey. Even so, Ozal wants Turkey to be the 

power with influence over the Kurds. By 
abolishing legislation that restricts the Kurds’ freedoms 
in Turkey, he would also comply with one of the “con- 
ditions” that has been set forth by the EC. Moreover, he 
would win Kurdish votes in domestic politics. 


We have to wait and see to what extent and over what 
time frame Ozal’s phased “guardianship plan” will 
become reality. Ozal has said: “Work is under way. You 
will see soon.” We may witness the lifting of the ban on 
speaking Kurdish very soon—of course assuming that 
there are no interfering “spirits.” 


[Box, p 17] 


Erdal Inonu: ‘Not Worth Considering’ 


Social Democratic Populist Party leader Erdal Inonu 
expressed to TEMPO his views on President O7zal's 
remarks that “we will be the Kurds guardians” and his 
projections on this issue: 


“I do not know what Mr. Ozal wants to do. Only some 
information can be gleaned from questions asked of him. 
Our report on eastern and southeastern Anatolia clearly 
enunciated what our party proposes with regard to the 
solution of ethnic problems in our country within the 
framework of democracy. We are saying that all citizens 
of Turkey must benefit from all resources and exercise 
their democratic rights without being subjected to dis- 
crimination and regardless of their mother tongue, sect, 
race or religion. Our present democratic structure con- 
tains certain obstacles which do not allow this legally. 
We are proposing that these obstacles be removed. For 
example, we submitied to the TBMM [Turkish Grand 
National Assembly] a draft bill which envisages the 
abolition of a law passed during the transition period 
banning citizens from speaking their mother tongue. 
That bill was defeated in the Assembly commission by 
the votes of ANAP members. 
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“Beyond this, we have told ANAP and continue to tell 
them al every opportunity that approaches which give 
wrong impressions to citizens, which make some of them 
look like second-class citizens and which see an entire 
group as potential suspects when looking for the culprits 
of separatist movements, do not ensure peace in Turkey, 
and that they must be replaced with an approach which 
treats everyone on an equal basis. What we want and 
what we will do when we become government is clear. 
We are the only party which has explained this in all of 
its aspects with a report. We have stated that we expect 
them to start taking these steps before we become 
government. We submitted proposals in the Parliament. 
They did not give a positive answer to any of them. 
Moreover, government officials, and chiefly Mr. Ozal. 
have expressed opposition to the proposals in our report. 
This is where the situation stands. In our opinion, 
proposals for outside of Turkey by a government which 
cannot ensure full democracy in Turkey are not serious 
approaches. They are not even worth considering.” 


Ozceri: Europe Not More Sympathetic Due to War 


TA2102194591 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1620 GMT 21 Feb 91 


[Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish at 1656 GMT on 2! 
February transmits a service message killing the fol- 
lowing item and replacing it with an identical item that 
omits the passages within slantlines] 


[Text] Ankara (ANATOLIA)—//Foreign Ministry Under 
Secretary Tugay Ozceri has said that the Gulf crisis has 
not caused Europe to look at Turkey's demands more 
warmly.// 


Foreign Ministry Under Secretary Tugay Ozceri who 
returned to Ankara today from his visits to Belgium, the 
Netherlands, and Germany made a statement to our 
correspondent at Esenboga Airport. He said that he 
explained Turkey's Gulf policy in detail to the officials of 
these three countries, and also exchanged views. 


Ozceri said: “During my talks with the officials of these 
countries, | also discussed Turkey's relations with the EC. 
I stressed that the fourth financial protocol drawn up by 
the EC Commission musi be implemented as soon as 
possible. I told them that the Cyprus problem must be 
resolved by the two communities in the island. | explained 
to them where the problem stands now. | had the oppor- 
tunity to explain the real facts about Cyprus and the fact 
that the only contribution Greece makes to political coop- 
eration with the EC is to spread misinformation and 
propaganda about Cyprus, and slanders and lies about 
Turkey and the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.” 


Ozceri described as regrettable the recent attacks on 
Turkish embassies as regrettable. //He recalled that an 
attack was carried out at the Turkish Embassy in Tehran 
two years ago. He said: “Last night's incident is partic- 
ularly regrettable. Terrorism is not being prevented 
despite the measures of the local authorities.”// 
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The Foreign Ministry under secretary pointed out that 
Turkey's situation will not change after the Gulf war, 
adding: “What is important is us. We will continue to be 
what we were before the Gulf war. The crisis in the 
region has underiined Turkey's importance. //Also, it 
cannot be said that the Gulf war has caused Europe to 
look <1 Turkey's demands more warmly.”// 


Tanes: Turkey Would Prefer ‘Iraq Without Saddam’ 
742102201791 Ankara ANATOLIA in French 
1725 GMT 21 Feb 91 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] Speaking at the Young Busi- 
nessmen's Association in Istanbul today, State Minister 
Gunes Taner said that after the war, Turkey would prefer to 
have commercial relations with an “Iraq without Saddam.” 


Taner also said: “We want Syria and Iran to show the 
same sensitivity as we do regarding Iraq's territorial 
integrity after the war.” [passage omitted] 


* Western ‘Designs’ in Middle East Seen 


91ES80423A4 Istanbul TEMPO in Turkish 2 Feb 91 
pp 12-14 


{Interview with Korkut Ozal, former cabinet minister 
and brother of President Turgut Ozal, by Celal Kazdagli: 
place and d:‘e not given] 


[Text] Korkut Ozal, President Turgut Ozal’s brother and 
a former minister from the National Salvation Party. 
responded to TEMPO’s questions on the Guif war. 


[Kazdagli] What is your opinion of the policy Turkey has 
pursued since the start of the Gulf crisis? Do you find 
that policy correct? 


{Ozal] As far as | can see, Turkey's policy ts related to the 
problems of the region and its own long-term problems. 
The policy Turkey has pursued so far in the Gulf is a 
continuation of Turkey's general policy. This policy is 
based on Turkey's intention to join the EC and to 
become part of the West—a goal with which the oppo- 
sition parties also agree. What has Turkey done in its 
Gulf policy? It has implemented UN resolutions. It has 
done that not by coercion but voluntarily. This way. 
Turkey will have a greaier say in the important changes 
or decisions which apparently will be inevitable after this 
[crisis 1s Over]. Consequently, | think that Turkey's 
policy is correct. Turkey is an important country in the 
region. This policy is appropriate in terms of both 
Turkey's own future and its influence on future issues. 


{[Kazdagli] Immediately after occupying Kuwait, 
Saddam established a link with the Palestinian cause. 
Can such a link be struck between the occupation of 
Kuwait and the Palestinian problem” 


{Ozal] In my opinion, Saddam has not done anything 
positive with regard to the Palestinian problem so far. In 
the past, he wasted the resources of the Arab states by 
initiating a war with Iran. That war produced nothing. It 
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cost several hundred billion dollars and nearly | million 
lives. Now | ask: Why did he do that? What was the 
objective? How was it related to the Palestinian problem? 
I do not know. Then I look at Kuwait. What is the 
relationship between Kuwait and the Palestinian problem? 
In what way does Saddam's action hurt Israel? He fired a 
couple of rockets at them at random. Was he able to 
initiate anything serious with Israel? He could not. Did he 
plan to do that? That is what he says. | do not think that 
that is what he thinks. If he thought that, he would keep 
himself strong and direct his strength against [Israel]. In 
my opinion, today Saddam wants to do only one thing: He 
wants to be the undisputed leader of the Arab world, and 
with some of his propaganda he has already achieved that 
among some Arab masses. He wants to portray this latest 
war as a Muslim-Crusader conflict. 


{Kazdagli] Can this be described as a religious war? 


[Ozal] In truth there is no such thing. On the one side 
there is Saddam and all the misdeeds he has committed. 
The other side is saying: “Rectify your misdeeds, and | 
have no quarrel with you.” Now Saddam must be told: If 
you truly view this issue from an Islamic perspective why 
are you shedding the blood of so many people? What is 
your objective? Is the occupation of Kuwait a religious 
objective? Was Kuwait under enemy occupation and you 
saved it? No, Kuwait is already an Islamic country. By 
occupying Kuwait, you have punished not Israel but the 
Muslims in that country. By portraying the response to 
your action as a Muslim-Christian conflict, you are 
distorting the true nature of Islam and hurting Islam. 


[Kazdagli] Saddam says he is acting on behalf of Islam. 
What do you think? 


[Ozal] Acting on behalf of Islam is not something 
everyone can do so easily. There are ways and rules of 
acting on behalf of Islam. Saddam neither represents 
Islam nor is a person who lives like a proper Muslim. 
Saddam is an Arab racist and a Ba’athist who believes 
Islam is an element of Arab nationalism. He believes that 
religion is simply one of the many elements of nation- 
alism. Saddam's withdrawal! from Kuwait would be an 
act fully compatible with Islam. In Islam peace is the rule 
and war the exception. Consequently, Saddam is at odds 
with Islam with the posture he has taken. 


[Kazdagli] In your opinion, what impact has the Gulf 
war had on the Islamist sector [in Turkey]? 


[Ozal] Unfortunately, Muslims found themselves in a 
very difficult situation as a result of Saddam's incompre- 
hensible posture. The problem Saddam has created is 
making it hard for Muslims to decide where they stand. 
The Iraqi people are Muslims and our brothers. We have 
no objection to that. But this Muslim group is now led by 
a leader whose acts have no relation to Islamic objec- 
tives. Some Muslims saw and continue to see Saddam as 
an important personality of the Islamic world. We do not 
share that opinion. Today, Iraq owes a debt of $100-150 
billion. Moreover. it wasted all of its oil revenues for a 
worthless cause. The country has been destroyed and 
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burned. A rational and far-sighted leader has no right to 
put his country through such circumstances. With all of 
his ol income, against whom did he wage war? He waged 
war against two Muslim nations. This is what Muslims 
find hard to understand. 


[Kazdagli] Saddam is able to influence certain countries 
and Muslim groups. How do you explain that? 


[Ozal] I explain that influence as follows: I must state 
sadly that the Islamic world has not been able to produce 
strong leaders. With few exceptions, the people who have 
led the Islamic nations have not been able to fulfill 
expectations. Consequently, today the Islamic world is 
beset by a quest [for leadership] and a sense of helpiess- 
ness. For example, the Palestinian problem has devel- 
oped to the disadvantage of the Arabs since its inception. 
Here | see two things: The Arab world is looking for 
someone in the person of Saddam; it is wondering if this 
is the man it is looking for. When we look carefully, we 
see that he is not that man. However, most of the people 
in the street act on slogans. As soon as they hear a few 
slogans, they say: “This is the man | am looking for.” 
Obviously, it is sad that we have to take such a simplistic 
view of the matter. It is sad for both Turkey and the 
Islamic world. 


{[Kazdagli] Would Saddam gain an advantage if Israel is 
drawn into the war? 


[Ozal] In my opinion Israel will not enter this war. What 
can it do if it enters? Can it do anything different trom 
what the Americans are doing? | think that Saddam 
miscalculated on that count as well and fell into a trap. 
Meanwhile, Israel continues to drive bargains and to gain 
advantages from this episode. It seems to me that after the 
latest rocket attack it received compensation for not 
entering the war. In some sense, Saddam's rockets appear 
to have served Israel's ends. Let me also express a concern 
of mine: Israel may avenge the attacks against it at some 
unexpected point in this war, just as it bombed the atomic 
reactor [in Baghdad]. Obviously, Saddam is trying to draw 
Israel into the war. If he can, he will be able to say: “As you 
can see this is a war against Israel.” However, Israel does 
not wish to be involved. Today the only thing I would like 
to see is a declaration by Saddam that he will withdraw 
from Kuwait. In that event, this conflict can be resolved 
without shedding too much blood. 


{[Kazdagli] There are people who have been saying: 
“Saddam was allowed to enter Kuwait. He was led into 
a trap.” Do you believe such conspiracy theories? 


{Ozal] | think that the West has certain long-term objec- 
tives in the Middle East. It is virtually certain that the West 
will use the Gulf crisis as a means of attaining its long-term 
goals in the Middle East. What are those goals? First, the 
West wants a system which controls oil supplies directly 
rather than indirectly. Oil remains one of the most stra- 
tegic materials on earth. The West will secure its flow to 
some extent. Second, the West wants to resolve the Israeli 
problem. However, the West will resolve the problem not 
according to a model to which the region will consent at 
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this time, but one which Israel will accept and which the 
region can be made to accept al some point. How can the 
region be persuaded to accept a solution that it does not 
want now? Let me explain that by an example. The 
Turkish people will never prefer a military regime over 
democracy. However, in our recent history, conditions in 
Turkey were so aggravated that our people hoped for a 
military administration. As reluctant as they may have 
been, they were made to want a military administration. In 
other words, society was in some sense coerced psycholog- 
ically and socially; its peace, sense of security and feelings 
of happiness were destroyed; and it was pushed into a 
helpless situation. The situation was akin to being forced 
to choose the lesser of two evils. In my opinion, conditions 
are being created to bring about a model of this type in 
order to normalize Israel's relations with the region. A 
third objective may be the following: Today there is an 
important development that is occurring everywhere 
around the world, although not much is said about it. This 
movement is described as Islamic fundamentalism. There 
iS a rapid awakening in the Middle East as well as in other 
Islamic countries. The West sees Islamic awakening as a 
major threat to itself and its diverse interests in the region. 
It believes that this threat may turn into a serious danger at 
some point. I think that the West is looking for a way to 
quell this Islamic awakening once and for all over the long 
run by creating disturbances within it and by deliberately 
misrepresenting it. It appears that this must be one of the 
goals of its most recent advance. 


[Kazdagli] Is it likely that a Palestinian state will be 
established in the region? 


{Ozal] It seems that one way or another a place that the 
Palestinians will call their homeland will be created in 
the resolution of the Israeli problem. In other words, | 
think that finding a home for the Palestinians is probably 
part of this plan. 


[Kazdagli] What will Turkey's role be in such issues? 


{Ozal] Let me first state sadly that those running Tur- 
key’s domestic policy are not generating multilateral 
internal policies with Turkey's future in mind. They 
think that they can take Turkey forward with simplistic 
and useless mudslinging policies. | say this in general. 
Unfortunately, Turkey's domestic politics has been built 
on flawed foundations. The issues that are being 
debated, the style of the debates and the relationship 
between our politicians sadden me. | cannot tell how the 
future of this region will be drawn. This is an equation 
with many unknowns. We cannot solve for all the 
unknowns with the equations we have. The number of 
unknowns is more than the number of equations we 
have. But I think that if Turkey actively pursues a stable 
policy and supports the steps that must be taken with 
regard to the region, our country will have a greater say 
in the forums where the problems of the region will be 
resolved. By this | am not referring only to the territorial 
issue. Today there are some widely-circulated rumors. 
Kirkuk and Mosul are being talked about. Today Turkey 
has problems that are much more important than the 
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pursuit of territorial gains. If Turkey can preserve its 
integrity by making its current policy more dynamic and 
moves rapidly toward industrialization, it can become a 
great power. Certain long-term designs over the region 
are observed. At the minimum, Turkey must bring itself 
to a position whereby it refuses to be used in these 
designs and, if possible, defends its interests to a certain 
exteat. | do not think that this is impossible. My concern 
here is this: Turkey can be much stronger in its foreign 
policy, but only if its domestic policy can be made more 
peaceful and harmonious at least on this issue. 


[Kazdaghi] What has the Gulf war taught you” 


[Ozal] First, | have learned the following: We must mon- 
itor the developments in the region very carefully. What 
Saddam did was a surprise to many people. Kuwait never 
expected such an enemy and learned a lesson. Foreign 
forces came and massed on the territory of Arabia. We 
witnessed incomprehensible developments rarely paral- 
leled in history. The first lesson | have learned is that we 
must monitor developments carefully. The second lesson 
is this: The Turkish Armed Forces must be turned into a 
lean, dynamic, highly mobile and high-technology force. It 
must be improved to a level whereby it can at least defend 
Turkey's interests in the region. | do not know what will 
happen after this war. We have a nice proverb: If you want 
peace and goodness, be prepared to fight. The third lesson 
is related to infrastructure. This war has demonstrated that 
Turkey must develop its infrastructure quickly. What 
determines mobility is not the soldier himself but the 
country’s infrastructure. God willing these things will be 
done. 


* Better Chance To Enter EC After Gulf War 
91ES0423B Istanhbul TEMPO in Turkish 2 Feb 91 p 15 


{Interview with former Minister of National Defense 
Ercan Vuralhan, place and date not given] 


[Text] Ercan Vuralhan, deputy leader of the Motherland 
Party, ambassador, former minister of national defense. 
and parliamentary deputy from Ankara, responded to 
TEMPO's questions on the Gulf war: 


[TEMPO] 'n your opinion, how long will this war last? 


[Vuralhan]} I predicted that the war will last 10 to 15 days 
from the day it started. | still stand by that prediction. In 
other words, | am saying that the war will last until the 
beginning of February, or the second week of February at 
most. I do not think that Iraq can withstand this heavy 
bombardment for much longer. 


[TEMPO] What shape will Iraq and the Middle East take 
after Saddam” 


{[Vuralhan}] We must prepare for a post-Saddam Iraq and 
Middle East. Our policy is based on the nondivision and 
[territorial] immutability of these countries. Turkey can 
establish very good and durable relations with Iraq afier 
Saddam. As a regional country, Turkey can have much 
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broader relations. Our wish is that after the crisis the 
countries of the region establish more moderate regimes 
which allow greater participation by the people in admin- 
istration. It 1s hard to predict what regime Iraq will have 
after Saddam. However, | believe that in the 2000's the 
Middle East will gradually have stable moderate regimes in 
which the people will have greater participation. Turkey 
must constitute a model on this issue. 


[TEMPO] How has Turkey's Gulf policy been received 
in the West? What will be the consequences of that 


policy? 


[Vuralhan] Prior to the crisis, Western Europe remained 
cool to Turkey's attempts to enter the EC. However, 
Turkey's importance has been reaffirmed in the course of 
this crisis. In contrast, West European countries did not do 
well on this test from the outset. They attempted to protect 
their own interests and failed to pursue a consistent policy 
until the last moment. Serious friction and political differ- 
ences developed between them and the United States. 
Turkey embarrassed these countries with its consistent 
policy. West European nations, chiefly Germany and 
France, viewed Turkey's participation in the embargo— 
despite its detrimental effects—with skepticism and criti- 
cized Turkey. But in the end they were the ones who got 
embarrassed and who were criticized. Now they are trying 
to destroy the monster they created. Consequently, after 
the crisis they will try to pursue a more harmonious policy 
with regard to Turkey. I believe that after the crisis thy 
will come and ask us to join the EC. They will say: Let us 
find a common path and let us gradually include you in the 
EC"s structure over a certain period of time. This is a fact. 
By harmonizing its policy with the United States, Turkey 
has taught a lesson to the Europeans on this issue. 


[TEMPO] In your opinion, to what extent did the United 
States feel the need for Turkey's views and suggestions? 


[Vuralhan] The present stage of the war has made it 
essential to analyze the Arab countries very well. The 
Staying power of the Arab peoples and how far they can 
resist against what factors must be analyzed very well. 
Scenarios must be re-evaluated through information 
obtained from people who have lived there and who know 
those countries well. During my tenure as minister | always 
told the Westerners that for this reason they should place 
more importance on Turkey and that they should listen to 
what Turkey says. I told them that they can analyze and 
watch the Middle East much better from Turkey's window. 
I told them they should formulate their policies on the 
basis of some of the issues we point out to them. The 
current events and the proportions of this crisis have 
proven the correctness of Turkey's posture. It has been 
proven one more time that the West cannot formulate a 
policy in the Middle East without Turkey. Consequently, 
the United States has to consuit with Turkey in assessing 
its tactics and policies in this region. 
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Azerbaijani Official Arrives for Bridge Talks 
TA2102154891 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1455 GMT 21 Feb 91 


[Text] Istanbul (ANATOLIA)—Azerbaijan’s deputy 
prime minister in charge of construction affairs, (Hudav- 
erdi Gasan ogly), arrived in Istanbul on Thursday to 
discuss with Turkish officials a bridge to be built on the 
Aras River linking Turkey and Azerbaijan. 


In an airport statement in Istanbul, (Gasan ogly) said 
trade, economic and political relations between Turkey 
and Azerbaijan had improved with recent developments 
in the Soviet Union. 


(Gasan ogly) said the bridge to be built on the Aras which 
borders both Turkey and Azerbaijan would be a positive 
contribution to bilateral relations. 


The bridge project was first recommended by President 
Turgut Ocal. 


(Gasan ogly) said that taking this recommendation seri- 
ously Azerbaijan had decided to build a road-rail bridge 
to boost relations between the two countries. 


The bridge, to be built on the Aras between Aralik 
township in the eastern Turkish province of Kars and 
Nakhichevan township in Azerbaijan will be constructed 
by an Azerbaijani contractor. The cost will be shared 
equally by Turkey and Azerbayan. 


Car Thieves Said Part of Underground Group 


TA2102155191 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1450 GMT 21 Feb 9! 


[Text] Istanbul (ANATOLIA)—Three car thieves were 
caught after a car chase and an armed clash with security 
forces in the Kocasinan district of Istanbul on Thursday. 


ANATOLIA was told the three men stole a taxi from a 
taxi stand at 10.30 local time but citizens aleried police 
who gave chase. 


An armed clash broke out when the thieves ignored a 
police order to halt when spotted in the city’s Topkapi 
district. 

During the clash the driver of a passing car was hit in the 
head and a policeman was slightly injured. 


The stolen taxi was finally cornered and two of the 
thieves were caught with a pistol in their possession. The 
third suspect escaped to the roof of a nearby building but 
was tracked down and also caught. 


A search of the stolen taxi revealed a tape recorder and 
an amplifier. 


Police said the suspects appeared to have been preparing 
to illegally broadcast from the stolen car to promote an 
underground organization. 





42 OTHER COUNTRIES 


Canada 


Government Rejects Soviet ‘Meddling’ Charge 
LD2102200991 Montreal International Service 
in English 1930 GMT 21 Feb 91 


[Text] Minister for External Affairs Joe Clark has 
rejected Moscow's accusations that Canada is medd!:irg 
in Soviet internal affairs. The Soviet Union also charged 
the government of Brian Mulroney is hypocritical when 
it supports independence for the Baltic republics while 
fighting the separation of the Province of Quebec from 
Canada. 


The Soviet Foreign Ministry spokesman was referring to 
the recent plebiscite on independence in Lithuania 
where several Canadian diplomats were present as 
observers. Mr. Clark says the observers were there on his 
orders and that Canadian diplomats will be sent to 
Latvia and Estonia when these two republics hold their 
independent votes in March. 


Canada has kept at least one diplomat in the Baltics since 
the Soviet crackdown there last month. Mr. Clark has 
acknowledged that relations between Ottawa and Moscow 
are strained. He says that’s because of Canada’s stand on 
independence for the Baltics and Ottawa's criticism of the 
Soviet Union for human rights violations. 


Cyprus 


Turks Said Concerned About Arms Sales to Greece 


TA2102153391 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in Turkish 
to Cyprus 1130 GMT 21 Feb 91 


[Excerpt] It has been announced that Turkey is con- 
cerned about the increasing efforts of the Greek Cypriot 
Administration to arm themselves as well as the con- 
tinued arms sales to the Greek Cypriots despite all the 
warnings. When asked by an ANATOLIA NEWS 
AGENCY correspondent to comment on this topic, 
officials remarked that Iraq has a powerful army today 
because of excessive arms sales to that country, espe- 
cially by Western countries. Officials recalled that 
Turkey warned the world even then that arnis sales to 
regional countries could cause a crisis in the Middle East. 


Pointing out that it is now generally accepted that 
effective arms control measures are necessary in the 
Middle East, the officials noted that Turkey's warnings 
about acceleraied armament efforts on the part of the 
Greek Cypriot administration are also not being taken 
sufficiently seriously. The officials stressed that Greek 
Cypriot armament moves which began in 1980 increased 
further in 1986 and are currently continuing, are not 
defensive in nature, adding that the Greek Cypriots aim 
to achieve enosis. The officials also remarked that high- 
level Greek Cypriot officials openly declared on various 
occasions that they are arming themselves in order to 
regain northern Cyprus. [passage omitted] 


FBIS-WEU-91-036 
22 February 1991 


TRNC on Steps for Resumption of Unity Talks 
7TA2202085491 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in Turkish 
to Cyprus 0600 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Text] The Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus 
[TRNC] has warned the UN Secretariat General that the 
Greek Cypriot arms buildup could result in a situation 
similar to the Gulf crisis. 


The first part of discussions being held since the begin- 
ning of this week between Gustav Feissel, director of the 
office of the UN secretary general for political affairs; 
Korkmaz Hafta, head of the Turkish Foreign Ministry's 
Cyprus desk; Mumtaz Soysal, adviser to President Rauf 
Denktas; and Osman Ertug, the TRNC representative in 
New York, have ended. 


According to information from diplomatic observers in 
New York, representatives of Turkey and the TRNC 
briefed the UN officials on the steps necessary for the 
resumption of direct intercommunal talks in Cyprus. It 
is noted that these steps include the elimination of the 
Greek Cypriot cultural, sports, and commercial embargo 
against the Turkish Cypriot side, as well as an end to 
hostile activities, such as the current propaganda moves 
and rearmament efforts. 


The Turkish Cypriot side also expressed its dissatisfac- 
tion with efforts to equate Cyprus with Kuwait and its 
concern about Greek Cypriot plans to spend $1.4 million 
daily on armament. 


At Denktas’ bidding, the TRNC representative in New 
York sent a letter to the UN secretary general on 8 
February, noting the extreme proportions the Greek 
Cypriot efforts for armament have reached and warning 
of the damage this could cause to the UN secretary 
general's goodwill efforts in Cyprus. 


Finland 


Paasio on ‘Real Possibility’ of Gulf Peace 


LD220211239i Helsinki Domestic Service in Finnish 
1000 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Text] In Foreign Minister Periti Paasio’s view, there ts 
for the first time a real possibility of peace in the Persian 
Gulf war and the liberation of Kuwait. The Finnish 
Government hopes that a solution will be reached soon 
on the basis of the Soviet peace initiative. The achieve- 
ment of peace requires an active UN role both in the 
Security Council and in peacekeeping operations. Paasio 
pointed out that the war has already caused immense 
damage in both Iraq and Kuwait, both to the inhabitants 
and the soldiers. The environment of the region, too, has 
suffered serious destruction. In Paasio’s view, efforts 
musi be made to bring swift relief to the humanitarian 
and ecological situation in the area. Finland and the 
other Nordic countries have already discussed a possible 
peacekeeping and military observer operation. 





FBIS-WEU-91-0% 
22 February 1991 


Funds Granted for Joint Food Industry Projects 


LD21021835"1 Helsinki Domestic Service 
in Finnish 1630 GMT 21 Feb 9! 


[Text] The t has decided to grant 30 million 
marrkkas [FM] for Soviet-Finnish food industry 
projects. The two countries will start joint developments 
in for instance model farms specializing in milk and beef 
There will be joint project experiments in the Karelian 
Soviet Republic, in the Leningrad region, and Estonia. 
among others. 


Greece 


Mitsotakis Departs on Official Visit to Portugal 


NC220201469i Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1000 GMT 21 Feb 91 


[Text] Prime Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis left at 
0900 today for Lisbon on an official visit on an invita- 
tion from Portuguese Prime Minister Anibal Cavaco 
Silva. In Lisbon, the prime minister will be received by 
President Mario Soares and will have talks with Prime 
Minister Cavaco Silva on bilateral, EC, and European 
matters. It is expected that Gulf war developments will 
be stressed in the talks. 


Industry, Energy, and Technology Minister Stavros Dhi- 
mas, Alternate Commerce Minister Sotirios Khatzigakis., 
Alternate Foreign Minister Yeoryios Papastamkos, 
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Deputy Minister to the Prime Minister Dora Bakoy- 
ianni, Deputy Minister to the Prime Minister, Viron 
Polidhoras, and other officials are accompanying Mitso- 
takis to Portugal. 

With his official visit to Portugal, Prime Minister Mit- 
sotakis inaugurates a round of visits to EEC member 
States within the framework of which emphasis will be 
given to Greece's European role, more specifically its 
geographical position as a bridge not only between the 
EEC and the Balkans but also the Middle East. 


Switzerland 


Iraqi Response Called ‘Positive Development’ 
LD2202102791 Berne International Service 
in English 1000 GMT 22 Feb 91 


[Text] Switzerland has described Iraq's response to the 
Soviet peace plan as a positive development, giving rise 
to hope for a speedy er4 to the Gulf War. 


A Foreign Ministry spokesman in Berne said the Iraqi 
reaction was a first step toward meeting the demands 
which had been set by the international community in its 
United Nations resolutions. 


The spokesman noted that for the first time Baghdad had 
spoken of a full and unconditional withdrawal from 
Kuwait. 











END OF 
FICHE 


DATE, FILMED 
Vl UY, 7 t; 















